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Monthly report for June, 1909 


To the Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library 
Ladies and Gentlemen; 


I have the honor of presenting the first monthly report of the 
Charleston Public Library .The past month has been an arduous but a 
very happy one from the fact that a steady growth of usefulness has 
been maintained. 


One hundred adult and ninety-five children's names were regis- 
tered this month making a total of one hundred and ninety-five. 
This number is small in comparison with the population of our city 
but the numbers will grow. Our library is yet new; besides there 
are many who come in for reference work and to tead the periodicals 
merely, whose names are not in our register. 


Circulation 


The library was open for circulation of books twenty-three days. 

Four hundred and sixty one volumes , a daily average of twenty, were 

- issued. 1406 books by gift have been accessioned. The purpose of the 
library is not to induce individuals to read more but more people to 
read and with diecrimination. We want to stimulate intellectual curi- 
osity ,then satisfy it. It is our firm belief that the library should 
stand far above the cheap theatre in its influence, that it should 
stand for real culture. Our first consideration is for those who have 
real wants, not primarily for those who seek something "new" regard- 
less of merit. 


The most urgent need is felt for the lighter novels that have out- 
lived more than the mere moment, the standard fiction and the classes 
Useful Arts, History and Sociology and books for children. Every 
spare moment has been devoted to the revision of the first and inade- 
guate records. 


Juvenile department 


This is the place where the literary taste of the majority of our 
future citizens is made or marred and the greatest possible care should 
be exercised in the choice of these books. It is our belief that a few 
books of real merit wield a better and larger influence than many of 
mediocre value.The eagerness with which children receive the books tes- 
tifies to their need. There is no more important feature of library 
work than this with children. Our entire work is sadly hampered by 
lack of funds. 


General 


~ 


One of the most effective means of bringing an institution or a 
cause before the public is throughithe columns of the press, and our 
grateful acknowledgment is herewith expressed to the editors of the 
_ local daily papers for their generosity in publishing our frequent notes 
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I wish now to express my appreciation of the excellent work done 
by the different committees and to thank you heartily for the ready 
help and encouragement you have given me in my work - a work than 
which, when relations are so cordial, there can be more delightful. 


respec Y sudmitted, 


Mabel Delle Jones -~ Librarian. 
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August 2, 1909 


“To the Board of Directors 
Charleston Public Library 


Ladies and Gentlemen; 

I have the honor of presenting the second monthly report of the 
Charleston Public Library. The figures shown in the report are a 
matter of congratulation as they are a proof of the continued pop- 
ular use add of the appreciation of the Library. 


The Library now possesses 1550 volumes which are used by 411 
borrowers. This is an increase over June by books of 144 and by 
card holders of 216. 


Circulation 


The circulation of books for July numbered 1223 which is a gain 
of 730 over that of the previous month. The daily average circula- 
tion for June was twenty, for July forty-seven. 


It is the aim of the Library to become a factor in the life of 
Charleston by giving every aid possible to individuals by the use 
of experience. 


We must call attention to the fact that it @s not possible to 
do more with the means at our disposal and it is a grave question 
as to what privileges we must cut off unless the city makes us an 
appropriation for lLibrary purposes. Shall we go on developing the 
work of the Library or must we limit it to less than it now is? It 
is for the city to decide. 


Children's department 


The number of books drawn from the children's departmsst for 
July equalled 60% of the whole circulation. Effective as this 
department is it could be made much more so were it possible to 
give to it the books and the service it calls for. Personal in- 
fluence andpersonal interest count very high in the degree of ef- 
fectiveness in work with children. 
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November 15, 1909 


To the Board of Trustees 
Ladies and Gentlemen; 

To one who is in daily touch with the clientele of the library 
and who hears the expressions of appreciation and knows to what extent 
the books are being used, the growth of the library is so evident there 
seems little need to call attention to this. Charleston citizens will 
be glad to know theirs is a reading public and the people have only 
been waiting the realization of the long felt want. 


The Public Library is by no means a luxury; it is an extension of 
the broad system of education. The books that a boy reads for pleasure 
do more to determine his ideals and shape his character than the text 
books he studies in the schools. Wholesome literature can be furnished 
to all the readers in a community at a small cost. If there is a good 
Public Library children will read wholesome books, otherwise they will 
read what they can get because they will read something and this is 
more often than not the cheapest kind of literature. This is proven by 
children newly registered in the Library. How easily the child mind 
can be directed to better things is clearly shown here. They°are first 
given something as near what they ask for as can be found in the Libra 
ry. Gradually step by step their ideals are raised and they no longer 
care to gloat over the exploits of depraved men and women, but they now 
enjoy literature that informs and inspires. The Library is thus sub- 
stituting, by natural methods, clean conversation and literature for 
petty gossip and oral and printed teachings in vice. 


The Library now possesses 1936 volumes and these are used by 950 
borrowers. This is an increase by books of 200 and by card holders of 
200. Books are still being given and we continue to need more. 


Circulation 


The circulation for October has gone beyond any month of the Li- 
brary's existence. 1,734 books were issued making a daily average of 
sixty-six. Up to November 15, 1,048 books have been issued. This is 
a daily average of eighty for the first half of November. TThe eighth 
day of November the circulation was 118. This is the greatest number 
issued by the Library for any one day. 


Reference and Reading Rooms 


Reference work, the answering of questions and looking up material 
on different subjects both for the school children and study clubs, has 
greatly increased. The Librarian is always glad to give her assistance 
in this important phase of Library work. The reading rooms are more 

and more coming to be used by the townspeople and to sojourners in the 
city the Library is the place where most of their time is spent. This 
should be so. The rooms are well lighted and the best periodicals are 
here to be read. 


Gifts. 


The friends of the Library are daily increasing. This month the 
Home Telephone Co. installed one of their phones gratis for a year. The 
Library now has both phones. The various churches and clubs are giving 
us substantial aid. It is by the help of these largely that the Library 
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Monthly report. |" 


To the Board of Directors 
Ladies and Gentlemen; 


The Library is now just one half year old. For the six months 
just past the Library's struggle for existence has been arduous but 
the resulting good has I believe far exceeded the expections of the 
most sanguine. The cooperation especially during the month just past 
of trustees and Librarian and public in general is conducive only of 
the best results. Too much credit cannot be given to the two daily 
papers for what they have done toward the promotion of so worthy an 
institution. In so many ways have we been helped and encouraged and 
made to feel the interest is becoming so wide spread that it surely 
only to be a short time before some philanthropic being or this great 
city itself will give to the Public Library the aid it so surely de- 
serves. 


Circulation 


A proof of the Librayy's popularity is its daily circulation. 
There are now 1050 borrowers registered. In spite of the decline in 
circulation owing to the busy Christmas season the daily average for 
the month from November 15 thru December 15 has been 834, the highest 
yet obtained. 2081 books were issued. The juvenile circulation was 
60% of the whole. The first borrowers of the library are now in many 
cases regular readers of the best literature. 


But the circulation alone by no means represents the best work of 
the Library that is just a part of its great usefulness. Every week 
brings into the Library two or three new students. To these our 
reference collection, small as it is, is of the greatest value. Our 
New International dictionary, c.1909, is our latest and best acquisi- 
tion. There is one other thing we should add to our splendid nucleus 
an atlas. Seldom does one day pass without a call for this. We have 
a few good maps but these are not complete. Many of the High School 
students as well as the townspeople come to the Libraryffor reference 
work. It is always the greatest pleasure to give to them the material 
they want so much and I am anxious to work toward the completion of 
this important side of Library usefulness. by adding at the earliest 
possible moment a good atlas and Poole's Index to periodicals. Ifit 
it is our good fortune to receive the seventy-five dollars offered by 
the Globe Furniture Co. at Christmas time,,I can foresee some splen- 
did additions to our book collection. 


I shall not attempt to enumerate the many needs of the Library. 
As upon the opening day, money we must have. Books are received with 
as much delight. But I do want to thank you for giving me an assist 
ant. The heavy work of the month past necessitated my giving many 
more hours to the work before and after closing than any of you ex- 
pected me to give, I am sure. An enthusiastic Librarian will always 
do this but it is not the best thing for she further advancing of the 
Library's usefulness. To be sucessful the Librarian must have time 
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to keep up with Library literature as well 2s all other literature. 
She must know what other libraries are doing. She must have some time 
to plan her work. The board will find that courtesies which may seem 
like favors will bring large returns in better service and increased 
usefulness. Anything which is an inspiration to the Librarian is 
returned to the Library ten fold. 


With the opening of the new year calendar I hope to be able to ace 
Complish many things for the advancement of the Library. I wish to ex- 
press my appreciation of the great interest shown by the trustees and 
by the constant support and cooperation of the auxiliary committee in 
my work-- @ work than which, when relations are so cordial, there can 
be none more delightful. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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LIBRARY BOARD of) CHARLESTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 


GEORGE S. LAIDLEY, President ; 
Mrs. BENJ. GARUTHERS, Secretary " MABEL DELLE JONES, Librarian 
oa Miss SUE STAUNTON, Treasurer ; 
6. M. ALDERSON Mrs. FRANK WOODMAN CHARLESTON-ON- ge WEST VA. _ 
__Mrs. GEo, LOUNSBERY A. J. HUMPHREYS 
Wm. BURDETTE MATHEWS W. E. CONNELL A ¢ que® 
a Mrs. Wm. E. GLASSGocK RABBI LEON VOLMER i Us her hy 
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October 25, 1911. 


The Library Board of Trustees, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 

During the month of September, 1519 books were out in 
circulation, 12% of these were books of non-fiction. The 
library was open 26 days, and the daily average of books 

_ circulated was fifty-eight. 

The number of people who visited the library in Sep- 
tember for reference work alone was given in last month's 
report. 

The Librarian is pleased to say that the amount of ref- 
erence work done with the limited facilities is highly gratify- 
ing. Those who have always come continue to come, and each 
day brings some new recruit or many- The library posesses 

3,466 volumes exclusive of magazines. There are 2,4°7 borrowers. 
It is much to be regretted that the library lacks « fund 
for the monthly purchase of new books. When will Charleston 
realize that all the cities of the state look to her for example? 
Teka the Capital City is dilatory in providing educational advanta- 
ges for its classes should other cities show it the way? Let 
i, civic pride be stirred up. Let every interested citizen try to 
' understand the library situation and the full value of a well . 
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equipped library. Especially let every member of this Board 

feel the burden enough to work for its promotion individually 

and collectively. Unless you acquaint yourselves with conditions 

relative to library work here and in- progressive cities of other 

states, you are going to be unable to meet the argmuments concern= 

ing the immediate need of a public library in this city. It, is 

an immediate need; at least a city of more than 25,000 and the 

capital of the state should consider it so. 

You will notice the daily average shows a decrease, this is 

_ attributed to but one thing; the lack of a fresh supply of books 

regularly. The number of visitors to the reference department and 


reading tables is far greater than a last year, but the circula~- 


ting department suffers from lack of material. This is told 


in order that you may know that an inetitution doing the service 


: 
{ 


that this library does cannot stand still. It must have attention. 
Space to record the many needs is lacking but let any one 
who cares to know stop in some day in the afternoon and listen 


to the requests for knowledge of all kinds. 
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"LIBRARY BOARD esti CHARLESTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 


GEORGE S. LAIDLEY, PRESIDENT 


. MABEL DELLE JONES, LIBRARIAN 


MRS. BENJ. CARUTHERS, SECRETARY 


MISS SUE STAUNTON, TREASURER 


ALDERSON 


CHARLESTON-ON-KANAWHA, W. VA. 


W. E. ConnELL 


Gro. LOUNSBERY MALCOLM JACKSON 
BURDETTE MATHEWS A.M. Scorr 
FRANK WOODMAN Mrs. H. D. RUMMEL 


To The Library Board of The 

Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 

The report of the circulation of books for 
the month of January, 1913, is as follows: 


Philosophy 12 volumes, 
Religion | 10 . 
Sociology and 

Folk lore 53 ' 
Language 6 bi 
Natural Science 13 4 
Useful Arts 4 = 
Fine Arts 8 % 
Literature 69 " 
History 27 4 
Travel 14 " 
Biography 25 4 
Fiction 1906 : 


Total Circulation 2147 | 
Library was open 25 days, circulation averaged 
daily 86 volumes. You understand, an average of 86 books were 
taken out every day for home reading, this does not include 


at all,the countless number who come for magazine material 


to be used in school debates and club papers, nor goes it in- 


clude the number of workmen in every class of trade, who 


come to the capital city library for information upon their 
line of work, - oping to find that knowlédge which will help 
them better to understand their trade. Instance upon instance 


could be cited enough to make you, out of pride, determine to 
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_ GEORGE S. LAIDLEY, Present 
MRS. BENJ. CARUTHERS, SEGRETARY 
MISS SUE STAUNTON, TREASURER 


MABEL DELLE JONES, Lisrartan 
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A : W. E. CONNELL 
. GEO. LOUNSBERY MALCOLM JAGKSON 
BuURDETTE MATHEWS A.M. Scorr 

FRANK WOODMAN Mrs. H. D. ROMMEL 


“puild in Charleston such a library that every one could point 
to with admiration, but this is a report of work done rather 
that what more might have been done. 

We have enrolled 5,431 members. The library 
has very many good friends, never a week goes by without a gift 
_ of books in numbers small or large. 

o | In addition to the magazines subscribed for 
| by the library, we have given us regularly, The Literary Digest 
by F. M. Staunton, Cosmopolitan and Architectural Record by 
urs. Te Be Faris, Life by W. H. Hoy, Munsey's by M. J. Carmack, 
“Woman's Home Companion by Myrtle Stalnaker, Delineator by Mrs. 
Rooke, and the three local dailies are also donated. 

Besides, many people often have asked 
“When are we going to build a library?" It is evdiémt that 
any number of persons are ready to help buy the lot when the 
time comes and that time should be now. 


Respectfully sub ted, 


eae: Br 


idee oat ater 


i - _ Ir «& Dd Ld > a . by ~ 
ERR BIOL PRA INARD 


+ntod f fsoo onto yteve jatt yratdil a dowa se of 

soiteer. eties dene ma deonen: 608 000 ae jaons x tet 

.onoh aod oved rey Et orem 2 
crondtt oft soreditem [0h belfome ovad of | 
ftix « tuodiiv e038 Xeow & Tevet ,sbdottt hoog yaaa 
sontsl to Lene eo 
Tot hodivoedue sentsenam et of gottihhe at v3 ; 
snengea ytaret fd ent ,yitaluges ay nevtz svad ow a . 

ed Brosemi Igautootideté bas ast tlogomod e09auad® 4 
toomrad . i yf et yotaud ,yoR of oW yd ettl ya btet = 
seal “d 799: sotifed .todanties3 olfay yd ro graqey® Sf 
shatenob oela ote @oilLiah Leool setis oad 

poiles evedt nedto efqoeq ytem yaobieet © 
tons ampthve ef $1 “tytendt! Alind ot yatog on 
adt cortw sof ete yod ator ot yhaot ons seontsg YO 
-wor ed fivotia omts saris Ane 4 
Sestindue Yllvttceqeed = 


*, ‘ r muy 
* * ; MA ° ot) 
es ae R et ay . 
} f a e ; ’ 


ettettetd tt 


Report for October 1914 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library , 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I have the honor to submit the following report for October 
1914: 

The Library was open 26 days. Books distributed were: 
Jumenile fiction, 754; non-fiction 145: Adult fiction ¥3G2" 
non-fiction 269; a total of 2550, and an average of 98 books 
a day. 


Since the meeting of the Board October Sth , 398 books have 
been added to the shelves. 220 are books from the bindery, 23 of 
which are bound volumes of magazines; 136 are purchased and 42 
gifts. Mrs. H. C. Loungbery gave "The real America in romance" 
in 13 volumes, edited by Markham, and Mrs. E. A. Barnes and Mrs. 
Alex Smith gave 22 books. Miscellaneous books were received from 
Hon. G. W. Atkinson, Burton Morley, George Payne Jr.¢7 EH. M. Sykes,. 


126 feet of shelving space has been installed. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Librarian 
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Report for March 1915 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library , 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The Library was open 27 days in March 1915. Books circulated 
were: Juveniles, 976, adults, 1759; total 2735, and an average 
Of 101 books a day. 


Changing the day of the meeting of the Board to the first 
Monday of the month brangs us very near the meeting of March 24th 
consequently there is but one item of book-news to report, but 
avery important one; a gift of 25 books was received March 2 
from Yrs. F.M Staunton. They were mostly for children and doubl¥ 
acceptable. 


I take this opportunity to tell the Board of the valuable 
assistance given the Library in the matter of mending books, by 
Mrs .R.L.Fielder and Miss Ruth Butler. That we are able to keep 
many books in circulation, popular hard-used books, is in a great 
measure due to their interest and skillful aid. 


A stereoptican has been given to the Libgary for the Child- 
ren's department; but at present pictures are lacking. Doubtless 
there are many homes where there are interesting pictures stored 
away, whose owners, almost unaware of the existance of the pics. 
tures, would gladly donate to the Library if the matter were laid 
before them. 


Patrons appreciate the additional hours the Library is open 
, many visitors coming in from 5 to 6 p.m.; but from 6 to 7;30 
the attendance averaged only 6. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Librarian. 
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Report for June 1915 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library , 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I have the honor to submit the following report for the month 
of June 1915; The Library was open 26 days. Children borrowed 
858 books, adults 1509; a total of 2367, an average of 91a day 


Of the juvenile non-fiction books distributed fairy tales 
and folk-lore took the lead, and of the adult non-fiction the 
literature class lead, with books on sociology second. 


Visitors to the Library in June numbered 2775. 


Mr. and Mrs. Hardin Kuhn, in carrying out the wishes of the 
late Mrs. Anna Ryan, have presented the Library with about 500 
books, including Gibbon's Rome, Hume's History of England, 
Spiers and Surennes French Dictionary a number of the poets, 
and some books on West Virginia, valuable for our West Virginia 
shelf . 


Other books received were; 9 books from Mrs. D.C.Boyce, 3 
from Miss Sue Staunton, and one from B.F.Fisher of Canton, Ohio 


EC ———— 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for July 1915 


To the Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library; 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I have the honor to submit the following report for 
the month of July, 1915. 


The Library was open 26 days in July. It was closed 
all day July §th. Books distributed were; Juvenile non- 
fiction, 127; Juvenile fiction, 806; Adult non-fiction, 
166; adult fiction, 1169. A total of 2268 books; an * 
average of 87 books a day. 


Visitors to the Library numbered 2930. 


The Library was fortunate in gifts; the class of 
1915 of the Charleston High School gave the "Charlestonion" 
a publication enjoyed by both young and old readers. 


Moore's book store presented 13 numbers of the "Mentor" 
magazine. Mrs. George Lounsbery gave six books. Mrs.Schwabe 
gave six books and some pamphlets. Miscellaneous books were 
received from Misses Briggs, and Dickinson. 


Sixty books were added to the shelves by purchase. The 


Anti-tuberculosis League gave pamphlets which the Library 
staff gladly distributes, placing one in each out-going book. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for November 1915 


The Board oi Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The Library was open 25 days in November 1914 , being closed 
Thankseciving day, the 25th. Books distributed were: Juvenile 
fiction 977, non-fiction, 238: Adult fiction 1403, non-fiction 
314: .a total of 2932, an average of 107 books a day. 


Since the meeting of the Board in November, 66 books have 
been added to the Library by purchase and 19 by gift. The "Wo- 
man citizen's library" of 12 volumes , and "American School of 
home economics", 12 volumes, are important additions to the 
shelves. 


The following gifts have been received: Periodicals from 
Mrs. Wood and Mrs. Nina Henry Brown; miscellaneous books from 


Rev. Mr. J. Allen, Mrs. W. B. Brooks and Mrs. Hamilton James, 
St. Nicholas magazine (17 volumes) from Mrs. C.V. Gentry. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for December 1915 


The Board of Trustees of the Gharleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I have the honor to submit the following report for the 
month of December 1915: 


The Library was open 26 days, being closed all day Chzist- 
mas Day. 


Books distributed were: Juvenile, 1183; Adult, 1447; a 
total of 2630, and an average of 161 a day. 


the number of visitors to the Library totaled 3598, an 
average of 138 a day. 


Since the meeting of the Board December 6, 62 books have 
been added to the shelves, 48 by purchase. The most important 
additions are: The New International Encyclopedia, end edition, 

through M, other volumes to follow as they are published; 
"Painters and sculptors" and "Old masters and new" by Kenyon 
Cox; dramas by Galsworthy, Yeats, Strindberg, Bjornson, Ibsen, 
and Fitch, and some of Masefield's poems. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for January 1916 


The Board of Trustees of the Charleston Public Library,. 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I have the honor to submit the following report for the 
month of January 1916: 


The Library was open 25 days in January, being closed all 
day New Year's Day. 


Books distributed were: Juvenile non-fiction, 228; 
Juvenile fiction, TEE Adult non-fiction , 308; adult fiction, 
1580; a total of 1888, and an average of 119 books a day. 


Of the children's class books fairy tales and books on nat- 
ural science took the lead, while books in the "Literature" 
class predominated in the adult non-fiction books; this class 
includes poems, essays, dramas, etc. 


There were 3549 visitors to the Library in January. 


Books were given this month by Hon. G.W.Atkinson, Mrs.E.A. 
Barnes , Mr .B.E.Briscoe Rudolph Higginbotham, and george Kennen. 
Mr William Keely presented a dictionary rack. 


Since the last Board Metting, January 3rd, 409 books have 
been catalogued and added to the shelves . Of these, 110 were 
purchased, 24 gifts, and 276 rebound books and magazines. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for February 1916 


The Board of Trustees of the Charleston Public Library: 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The Library was open 24 days in February, 1916, being 
closed All day February 22nd. 


Books distributed were: Juvenile non-fiction, 261, of 
which 94 were fairy tales, 34 science, 24 useful arts, 27 
biographies, and 13 bound volumes of the St. Nicholas; juven- 
ile fiction. 891; adult non-fiction, 336; adult fiction, 1611). 
a total of 3099; an average of 129 books a dgy. 


Visitors to the Library numbered 3994. 


Since the last meehing of the Bord, February 7th, 59 books 
have been added to the shelves. Nine were purchased and 50 
gifts . Two more volumes of the New International Encyclopedia 
have been received. The following gifts have been received: 

30 books from Mrs. F.M.Staunton, 20 books from Mr ..3.Needham; 
miscellaneous books from Miss Abney, Mrs. E.A.Barnes, Mrs. W.B. 
Brooks Mrs. George Lounsbery , Mr.Robert Brudlore, and ifiss 
Irma Slike. Some of these gifts were back numbers of magazines 
advertised for by the Library. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for March 1916 


To the Board of Trustees of the Charleston Public Library , 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I submit the following report for the month of March 1916: 


The Library was open twenty-seven days, the hours continuing 
the same; 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. to 9 pm. 


Books distributed were: Juvenile non-fiction 325; Juvenile 
fiction ,926; Adult non-fiction, 407; adult fiction, 1639; 
a total of 3297, and an average of 122 books a day. 


Of the juvenile classed wooks, 107 were fairy tales and 48 
science. The literatune class lead in the adult books, with 
travel second, biography third and sociology fourth in number. 


Since the last Board meeting 73 books have been added to 
the Library: 64 by purchase,7 were given and two volumes of 
bound magazines. Books have been given by Mary Lovell Eskew, 
and Mrs.H.M.Morton of St. Louis. 


Mrs.J.F Daniels presented a beautiful growing plant, and 
Mr. and Mrs.J.A.Burrows ot the South Side gave their first 
spring flowers. 


A new cooler has been installed, and a new section added to 
the catalogue cabinet. 


Respectfully submitted, 


~ 4 Librarian. 


mot 
. ee, | 
o1es ovat ze2 sree | a 


: weaed ie otidyd noteslredd edt to eoogeust 20. eee atl 


Ofer sotsM to Adtnom ent tot s1toqot gabvol tot oni 


gotunitnoo styon oft ,eyed aevee-yt owe be ietd hd AT 
P +e g e oF oh. g y ‘bas - mM. ‘ of rma 38 | ee 


afinevut “ase moltolt-non étinevet, oe ecudintetb aaiook  — 
,CESL , acigolt sivbs. ;%0 .noltoit-con ‘taba —-7dSe, molto. 
- yb & axlood ssi to eRazeve. nas bas . Vest t { 


Sh bas eolst ytist erew SOL , etood ‘oes te eli 
ditw ,eiood tinba oft at beel easlo ountatetil 
- todmuset ni stivet wmolotoos bas brint odie bros 


aioe | 
of bebba need eva cxood £5 gaiteem brs0f fwak's omits a | 
to semwfoy orf ban covis stew S,sessomg © .z Ls 
wouek fisvodt YIeh vd covig need svar ado 


veivol «22 <a 8 


bee , taslq gnivots futisuced 8 peonenera © eB. 
teait tied? evey able devo. ent to ear ent» 


re 


ot bebbs noiteose wen & bas  bsiisseni nood ean tofooo wen A Re 
_ speiarins 


_Settindys yviiu Woeqseh 


» asitetdid 


Report for April 1916 


The Board of Trustees of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The report for April 1916 is as follows: 
The Library wascopen 25 days, the hours remaining the same; 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 


Books distributed to children were: 276 classed books; 
857 books of fiction; to adults: 333 classed books; 1460 
books of fiction; a total of 2926, an average of 117 a day. 


Since the meeting of the Library Board on April 3rd, 67 
books have been added to the Library. Twenty-five were pur- 
chased, of which 8 were government documents of various sub- 
jects. The Cambridge Hisory of English Literature is an impor- 
tant addition. Twelve volumes have been received, and two more 
are in preparation and will be added as published. 


Forty-four books were biven. Mrs. George Lounsbery gave 
16, Mrs. Lynn Richardson 8 and several years file of the North 
Ametican Review, Mrs. Alex Smith gave 11 books, and miscel- 
laneous books were received from Miss Eleanor Brooks, Laura 
Davidson, Mr. Joseph Fry, and Dr. Charles O'Grady... 


Cut flowers were received from Mr .and Mrs.J.A.Burrouxs. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for May and June 1916 


The Board of Trustees of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The Library was open 26 days in May, being closed all day the 
30th, Decoration Day. 


Childrens’ books distributed were 1051; adult books 1670; an 
average of 104 books a day; total, 2721. 


Visitors numbered 4044. 
In June the Library was open 26 days. 


Children's books distributed this month numbered 1144; adults' 
1592; a total of 2736, and an average of 105 books a day. 


Visitors numbered 3834. 


Since the meeting of the Board in May, 413 books have been 
received from the binder; 105 books have been purchased and 
106 books given to the Library. 


Important additonns are "Readers Guide to Periodical Literature" 
vol. 3 for the years 1910-1915; "New International Year Book" 
for 1915; “Masters in Art", 3 vols.;and "Womans' Who's Who in 
America". 


The Library has been rich in oe having received 43 books 
from Dr.and Mrs.Lounsbery, 116 from Cap't.J.R.Seal, which col- 
lection contained Justin Winsor's "Narrative and critical his- 
tory of America”, in & volumes, a history recommended by the 
Library Association as one of the most important first pure 
chases for an American Library. Miscellaneous books have been 
received from Mrs.T .0.M.Davis, Mr.Clyde B.Johnson, Mr.J.L.Fry, 
and Miss D.Ward. 


Beautiful cut flowers have been received from Miss louise 
Henneman and Mr.J.A.Burrovs. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for July 1916 


The Board of Trustees of the Charleston Publéc Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The Library was open 25 days in July 1916, being closed all 
day July 4th. Children'borrowed; classed books, 176; fiction 
802; Adult classed books loaned, 167; fiction 1468: a total 
of 2613; an average of 194 a day. 

Visitors to the Library in July numbered 3293. 

Since the last meeting of the Board, July 3rd, 412 books 
have been added to the shelves. Three hundred and thirty-two 
were rebound books, 52 purchased, and 28 given. 

The “Charlestonian", a handsome publication of the senior 


chass of the Charleston High School, was given to the Library 
by the Editorial Board. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for September and 


August 1916 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


It gives me great pleasure to submit the reports for 
August and September 1916. 


In August the Library was open 27 days. Children borrowed 
943 books, adults, 1760; a total of 2703; and an average of 
}00 books a day. 


The Library was open #5 days in September, being closed all 
day Labor Day. Books loaned to children amounted to 721; to 
adults, 1727; a total of 2448; an average of 99 books a day. 


Since the meeting of the Board in August, 102 books have 
been added to the Library; 79 were purchased and 24 given. 
Books were given by Mrs. G.5.Plumley, Mrs.W.C.Davidson, and 
Feree Bedell Jr. 


Seventy books have been mended. Two book stacks capable 
of holding about 1300 books have been installed. 


Durable binders for thechildren's magazines have been added. 


The West Virginia Gazeteer, valuable for reference, has been 
received. 


The Library hours continue the same from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted , 
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Report for October 1916 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Fea de 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I have the pleasure to submit the following report of the 
work of the Library for the month of October 1916; 


The Library was open 26 days. Books loandd to children 
amounted to 956, to adults 1887; a total of 2843, an aver- 
age of 109 books a day. 


Visitors to the Library numbered 3726. 


Since the last meetnang of the Board, 204 books have been 
added to the shelves, 139 purchased and 65 ‘given. Books were 
given by Mesdames Appleton, Barnes, Knight and Ward, and Messrs. 
Henry Sydnor Harrison and Herbert Moore .. The gifts included 
Appleton's America Encyclopedia, 17 Volumes, Encyclopedia 
Brirannica, 30 volumes, and "Luther Burbank, his methods and 
discoveries", 3 volumes. 


"The New Nature Library", published by Doubleday, Page and 
Co., is a valuable addition to the reference department 


The "Mentor", Review of Reviews", and "System" are the new 
magazines added. 


Thirty-six books have been mended. 
Cut flowers were given by Mrs. R.L. Fielder and Mrs. Allen. 


The hours of the Library remain the same; 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and 7.p.m. to 9 pem. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for December 1916 


The board of Directors of the Chrrleston Public Library 
Ladies and gentlemen: 


I beg to submit the report of the work of the Library for the 
month of December, 1916. 


The Library was open twenty-five days, being closed all day 
Chrrstmas day. Books loaned to children numbered 1148, to adults 
1686, a total of 2834, an average of 1123 books a day. 


In the Children's department, fairy-tales and books of travel 
were the most popular of the non-fiction books, and the Literature 
class took the lead in the Adult department. 


Since the meeting of the Board in December, 111 books have 
been added to the Library; 50 were purchased and 61 were gifts; of 
the latter 14 were sent to Lincoln Branch together with a set ot 
Thackeray. Of those purchased, the majority were books often asked 
for by the students of the City who need them for their supplementary 
reading at school. 

Miss Pauline Staehlin presented the library with 5° boys' and 
girls' books. Miscellaneous books were received from Mrs. R.L. F 
Fielder, Mir. Harris, and Mr. J M.Payne. 

Fifty books were mended. 


The visitors to the Library numbered 3647. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for January 1917 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I have the honor to submit the following report for the month 
of January 1917: 


The Library was open 26 days, being closed all day New Year's 
day. 


Books Loaned to adults numbered 2318 
Books loaned to children 1237 
A total of 3555 
An average of 136 books a day. 


Fairy tales, books or travel amd biographies were the most 
popular of the non-fiction books for children; and in the adult 
department literature and biography took the lead. 


4014 visitors came to the Library in January. 


Since the meeting of the Board on January 2nd 1917, 85 books 
have been added, 69 of which were purchased, 14 were gifts and 
2 were bound volumes of magazines. 


Important books received were "The Cambridge History of English 
Literature", and the 15th vol. pf "The National Cyclopeedia of 
American Biography". Seven books on the Bible were given the 
Library from the Bross Foundation Fund of Lake Forest College, 
Lake Forest, I11., with the understanding that they be placed 
among tne freely circulation volumes of the Library. Hon. Wm. 
A.MacCorkle and Dr. Chas. O'Grady kindly gave the Library books 
this month. 


The hours of the Library remain the same: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for February 1917 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I have the honor to submit to you the report for February 1917; 


The Library was open 23 days, being closed all day the 22nd, 
Washington's birthday . 


Children borrowed 1063 books and adults 2005; making a total of 
3068; an average of 133 books a day. 


Since the last meeting of the Board, on Feb. 5th, 54 books have 
been added; 22 were purchased and 32 were gifts. Vol. 5 of the 
Cambridge Modern History has been received. We have not been able 
to supply the demand for books on gardening. 


A file of Review of Reviews, covering several years, was given 

by Mr. T.H.McRa. Others who generously remembered the Library 
this month were: Mrs. W. B. Brooks, Miss Virginia Laidley, Mr. E. 
B. Needham, and Mrs. W. D. Sell. During his absence from the city 
Mr. A. M. Scott has had “Current Opinion" sent to the Library. 


The “Craftsman Magazine" has been merged with "The Art World", 
and we are now receiving the Latter, a very beautiful publication 
and one much needed. 


The Children's department is much improved by the addition of a 
new table and six chairs. 


Three boxes of books have been sent to the bindery, containing 
333 books and 31 volumes of magazines. One hundred books have 
been mended. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Librarian. 
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Report for March and April, 1917 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I have the honor to submit the reports of the work of the 
Library for the months of March and April, 1917: 


The Library was open 27 days in March. 


Children borrowed 1127 books, adults 2234; a total of 3361: an 
average of 124 books a day. Fairy tales, books of travel and 
biographies were the most popular with the children this month, 
and books in the Literature and History classes were in the lead 
in the adult department. 


205 books were added; 108 purchased and 97 gifts. Of the more 
important ones received are: Nelson's Loose-Leaf Encyclopaedia, 
12 volumes, American Electricians' Hand-Book, “Outlines of Indus- 
trial Chemistry", "Text-book of Mineralogy", Francis Parkman's 
writings, 13 vols., five books on Child-sthudy, seven books on 
gardening, six of which were given by Mrs. Lounsbery. 


Mr. and Mrs. deGruyter gave a most valuable collection of books, 
among which are: “Confederate Military History with Biographies", 
12 vols., 12 books on hunting and fishing, 35 bound volumes of 
magazines, including"Field and Stream", "Outing", "Puck * ,.«"Re- 
creation" and "Truth", and 41 miscellaneous volumes. 


Mr. Wm. Hoy gave the "Theater" magazine, covering two and a half 
years, which has supplied material for some of the Club programs. 


Mr. and Mrs. A. D. Burrows of the South Side gave beautiful spring 
flowers. 


In April children borrowed 1055 books and adults 1729. 


The Library was especially fortunate this month in gifts. Mrs. 

C. W. Swisher sent a splendid collection of boys' and girs‘books 
which were most acceptable. Mrs.C. C. Rand also sent many goo# 
books, including the works of Josephus( one volume family edition) 
Edwin Bmerson's "History of the 19th Century", 3 vols., books of 
poems, short stories, etc. _ Le., 


books have been put on the shelves, including bound magazines for 
reference work. 


The hours remain the same; from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and from 7 to 


: 
: 
Thirty-eight volumes have been purchased this month, 146 retound 
9 pm. 
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Report for May 1917 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I have the honor to present the report of the Library for the 
montu of May, 1917: 


The Library was open 27 days. 


Books loaned to children, 1295, to adults, 1786, a total of 3081 
an average of 114 a day. Fairy tales and biographies were the 
most popular of the chiidren's non-fiction books, and in the 
adult department, literature and history were the most read. 


Three hundred and fourteen books have been added since the Board 
met in May; of these 240 were re-bound volumes, 49 were pur- 
chased and 25 were gifts. 


Valuabel acquisitions are: Excellent editions of Tolstoi's and 
Turgenev's complete works; The Library of Modern Thought, 12 
vols.,gonsisting of books on psychology, science and religion; 
also a 4 vol. edition of "The Opera" edited by A.E.Bergh. This 
will be in the Reference Department and doubtless will prove 
helpful as it contains the romantic legends, stories and plots 
of famous operas and biographies of the composers. It is well 
used. 


Additions to the Children's Department are: "The Junior Classics 
10 vols., which will be kept on the tables, and the children 
should derive a great deal of benefit and enjoyment from them. 
An excellent edition of "Arabian Nights", 8 vols., is also in 
this department. 


Books were given this month by The Christian Temperence Union, 

Mrs .Sue Deane, B.H.Oxley, and Cyril Pickens, the latter giving 

@ splendéd lot of boys’ books. 

Mr.and Mrs.Burroughs gave beautiful cut flowers. Mr.Will Moore 
of S.Spencer Moore Co. gave an oak revolving book-stand, which 

holds at least 250 books, 


The hours of the Library remain the same: from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Librarian. 
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Report for June 1917 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I have the honor to submit the report of the work of the 
Library for the month of June 1917: 


The Library was open 25 days .beigh closed all day June 5th. 


Books loaned to children numbered 1370, to adults 1547, a 
total of 2917, &m average of 116 books a day. 


Since the Board met in May , 477 books have been added; 240 
were rebound books, 130 purchased and 107 gifts. 


Among those purchased were a splendid collection of children's 
books, dramas, books on philosophy and sociology and late 
fiction. 


Mr .Chas.Mohler presented the Library with a magnificent collec- 
tion of books, including books of travel, the works of Thomas 
Jefferson, Appleton's Universal Encyclopaedia and Atlas, The 
International Library of Famous Literature, 29 vols., a set of 
Thackeray, Sienkiewicz, 40 other volumes of fi¢tion, several 
bound volumes of magazines and files of the Century Magazine, 
Literary Digest, Scientific American, and World's Work, in 
many cases giving gust the numbers needed to complete the 
Library files. Mrs.J.B.Floyd sent the Library this month a 
very interesting collection of histories and books of travel, 
some of which were published in the 18th century, and which of 
course will be kept in the Reference Department. 


A new book-stack has been installes, necessitating the shifting 
of half the books of the Library. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Librarian. 
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Report for July 1917 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I heave the honor to present the report of the work of the Li- 
brary for the month of July 1917. 


The Library was open 25 days, being closed all day Independence 
Day. 


Children borrowed 1196 books, adults 1682, making a total of 
2878, an average of 115 books a day. 


Since the meeting of the Board in July, 37 books have been added 
to the shelves, 25 of which are volumes of the "Dictionary of 
National Biography", a valuable addition to the Reference De- 
partment. 


The periodiaal “Information” has been combined with "The Busi- 
ness Digest", which we are now receiving regularly. “Current 
History" and "Sea Power" are new magazines added this summer. 


Two new stereopticans with photographic views of the Yellow- 
stone National Park, Yosemite Valley, the Gran& Canyon of 

Arizona, and 100 others of the United States in general, have 
been received, and should prove of great pleasure and profit. 


Books were received this month from: Miss Constance Brown, Mrs. 


M.Kaufman, and Mir E.B.Needham. Mrs. Woodman is giving the 
periodieal "American Forestry". 


Respectfully submitted, 


Librarian. 
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Report for August 1917 


The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I have the honor to submit the report of the work of the Li- 
brary for the month of August 1917. 


The Library was open 27 days. 


Children borrowed 1071 books, fairy tales and biographies taking 
the lead of the non-fiction books, and literature and history 
popular. Adults borrowed 1636, which with those of the Child- 
rens' Department totaled 2707, an average of 100 a day. 


Ninety-two books were mended. 


Since the meeting of the Board in August, 164 books have been 
added to the shelves, 146 of which were gifts and 18 purchased. 
The gifts include: "The International Library of Famous Liter- 
ature”, 20 vols., the Works of Thomas Jefferson, 12 vols., 19 
books of travel, all from Mr.Chas.Mohler. Others were from 
Mrs.Eunice Bonham, Mrs.H.S.Cohen, Miss Virginia Cork, David 
Hewes, and Mrs. Lawrence Wilson. 


Of those purchased the more important were: "The Encyclopaedia 
of Religion and Ethics", 8 vols., and 3 volumes completing "The 
Dictionary of the Bible”. 


Forty-six Volumes of magazines and 422 books have been sent to 
the binder. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Librarian. 
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Report for September 1917 


The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library , 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I have the honor to present the report for the month of Sep- 
tember 1917. 


The Library was open 24 days, being closed all day Sept. 3rd, 
Labor Day. 


Children borrowed 872 books; fairy tales, and collective bio- 
graphy being the most popular of the non-fiction books. Adults 
borrowed 1556; a total of 2428, an average of 101 books a day. 


Forty-six books have been mended. 


Since the meeting of the Board of Sept. 4th, many good books 
have been received; 112 were purchased and 94 gifts. Of those 
purchased the Children's Department received the larger part, 
and such books as "The American Boys' Handy Book", “The Young 
Citizen", “How the People Rule", "Lessons on Manners", “How 

two Boys Made Their own Electrical Apparatus", "Children's 
Gardens", etc., should prove interesting and profitable. 


Books were given this month by: Mrs.EB.A.Barnes, Mrs.David Baer, 
Mrs.W &.Chilton, Rev.J.B.Morton, Mr .E.B.Needham, Nr .B.H.Oxley, 
Mrs .F.H.Park, Mrs.John Thevenin, and the Men's Bible Class of 
the Lutheran Church. 


The Christian Herald, a weekly publication, has been added to t 
the Reading Department. 


A number of books and magazines have been received for the 
Soldiers' and Sailors' War Libraries, and the Charleston Public 
Library contributed coptes, covering several months, of Collier’ 
Weekly, Saturday Evening Post, Youth's Companion,and American 
Boy . 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Librarian. 
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Report for October 1917 


The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I have the honor to submit the report for the month of October 1917. 


The Library was open 27 days. Chibdren borrowed 1245 books and 
adults 2040; a total of 3276, an average of 121 books a day. 


Books repaired numbered 20. 


Since the meeting of the Board October ist, 248 books have been 
added to the Library; 166 purchased and 82 gifts. A splendéd lot 
of children's books has been added recently including the Child's 
Book of Knowledge, 20 vols., and The Home Reference Work, 10 vols. 
Other important books received were; vol. 9 of the Encyclopaedia 
of Religion and Ethics, books of John Fiske, Literary History of 
Spanish America, and History of the Reformation (6 copies given by 
the Men's Bible Class of St. Paul's Lutheran Church}. 


Mrs .W.E.Chiiton gave a splendid collection of books tncluding 
some beautiful books of travel. Mrs.Homer Holley gave 29 boys’ 
books, Mrs.B.H.Oxley sent the Library books, asdid also the State 
Library of Archives and History. 


Books are still being received for the Soldiers' and Sailors! War 
Libraries. We are recieving the School Journal and Educator from 
Burton Morley, and “Kanawha Chief" from its juvenite editor 
Charles Richard Stanley. 


The list of books recently added ot the Library was printed and 
_ copé’s are given with all out-going books. The Leader kindly 
4 printed the list in their issue of November ist. 


The Library now has stereographs of France, Italy, United States, 
Yosemite Valley , Panama Canal, and The Silk Industry. 


. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for November 1917 


The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library , 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I have the honor to present the report of the work of the Library 
for the month of November 1917. 


The Library was open 25 days, being closed all day the 29th, Thanks- 
giving Day. Books loaned to children numbered 1319; to adults, 
1962; a total of 3281; an average of 131 books loaned each day. 


Since the meeting of the Board 65 books have been added; 38 pur- 
chased and 27 gifts. The important additions this month enclude 
14 volumes of modern history, used as supplementary reading in Dr. 
Ambler's University-Extensicr Course; and the National Encyclé- 
paedia of Reference, 9 vols., given by Miss Caroline Ward. The 
latter is placed in the Children's department and with the Junior 
Classics, Book of Knowledge, and Home and School Reference Work, 
make a very creditable collection. 


Books were given this month by Miss Abney, Harold Lynn, and Miss 
Caroline Ward. 


Miss Sue Staunton has loaned a handsome rebber-tree which adds a 
great deal to the appearance of the Library. 


Mrs. Lounsbery has given a beautiful plant for the desk. 


The Lincoln Branch of the Charleston Public Library loaned 355 
books in November; 323 to children and 32 to adults. 
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Report for December 1917 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library , 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I have the work of the Library for December 1917 to report to 
you today. 


The Library was open 25 days and was closed all day Christmas 
Day. To children were loaned 1139 books; to adults 1630; a total 
of 2769 books; an average of 110 a day. Of the Children's classed 
books fairy tales continued to be the most popular. Literature 
and history of the adults! books took the lead this month. 


One hundred and seventy-three books have been added to the shelves; 
146 purchased and 27 gifts. Of the more important books received 
may be mentioned "Men of the old stone age" by Asborne, “Rodin, ¢ 
the man and his art" by Cladel, “"Vagabonding down the Andes" by 
Franck, “Persian Miniatures" by Dwight, "Progress and poverty" 
by George, and a large lot of childrens' books, books on the Eu. 
ropeau War, and some new fiction. 


One new weekly magazine has been subscribed for; "School and So- 
ciety". 


Books were given by Mrs.W.E.Chilton, Mrs .Samuel Matheson, Mrs.T.G. 
Walker, Lewis-Hubbard Co., and Mr.B.H.Oxley. Miss Marie Burton 
sent the Library a check of $4.00 at Christmas time. 


Childrens’ magazines which were not bound were given to the Union 
Mission. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for January 1918 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The Library was open 26 days in January, being closed all day 
New Year's day. 


Books loaned to children numbered 1306; to adults 2160; a total 
of 3466; an average of 133 a day. Of the childrens' books, 
fairy tales and biographies took the lead of the non-fiction 
books and History and literature in the adult department. 


Since the time for the meeting of the Board in January the Li- 
brary has received 24 bound volumes of magazines from the bind- 
ery. 

The complete works of O.Henry have been recéived this month. 
Books were given by Mrs.W.E.Chilton, Mrs.S.Deane, frances Do- 
zier, Lloyd Green and Mr.Oxley. Wrs.George E.Price gave numbers 
of the National Geographic to complete a years’ file. Mrs. 
Woodman gives the "American Forestry". 


On January 7th, 55 volumes of magazines and 72 books and 101 
steel engraings were shipped to the binder. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Reports for the months of February and March, 1918 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The Library was open 23 days in February, being closed all day 
Yer. 2end. 


Books loaned to children numbered 1161; to adults 2247; an av- 
erage of 148 books a day. 


Fifty-one books were mended. 
Visitors numbered 3814. 


Mrs.E.A.Barnes, Mrs.W.E.Jones, Elliott Stover and Dr.H.B.W. 
Wood gave books; Mr.I.H.Johnston presented the Library with a 
portfolio of 106 colored plates of the birds of New York, and 
as these are practically the same as those of West Virginia, 
they will be of interest to bird-lovers and students here. 


Six new chairs have been received. 
The work of the Library for March is as follows: 


The Library was open 26 days, being closed one evening from 7 
to 9 on account of no electricity for lighting. 


Books loaned to children numbered 1140; to adults 2059; of 
the childrens' books fairy tales, biographies and travel took 
the lead on the non-fiction, while history and literature were 
the most popular of the adult "Classed" books. The literature 
class includes poetry, essays, rhetoric, drama and miscellany. 


Since the first Monday in March, 82 books have been added; 31 
purchased and 51 gifts. Of the more important ones received 
may be mentioned Charles Dudley Warner's comphete works, a set 
of Kipling, 6 volumes of Riley's poems, and Green's History of 
the English Beople. The Kipling and Riley sets were sent to the 
Lincoln Branch Library. 


Mrs.W.E.Jones gave magazines, Mrs.E.A.Barnes, Mrs.W.E.Chilton 
and Mrs.I.Schwabe gave books, Mrs.Schwabe giving 57; in the col- 
lection were Barnes' General History, Kitchin's History of France 
Myers' and Allen's Ancient History, and a very good atlas. 


From the Food Administration the Library has received posters 
and bulletins which have been placed in conspicuous places, the 
bulletins being for distribution. 
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The War Library Board sent posters, leaflets and bulletins for 
the Book Campaign from March 18th to 25th. The posters were 
placed in theLibrary, some of the stores in the City, and left 
at the Post Office; the advertising leaflets were distributed by 
the Library and some of the stores and moving picture theatres. 


We have sent the War Library Board 830 books, 131 coming from 
the Boy Scouts, Troop 2 , of West Raleigh, West Virginia. 


Mr.and Mrs.Burroughs of the South Side have given beautiful cut- 
flowers. 


The hours of the Library remain the same: 10 @M« to 6 p.m. and 
7 to 9 pm. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for April 1918 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for the month off April 1918 was as 
follows: 


The Library was open 25idays, being closed at noon April 26th. 


Children borrowed 980 books and adults 1984; a total of 2964 
and an average of 114 a day. 


37 books were repaired. 

Visitors to the Library numbered 3509. 

Since the Board met in April, 174 books have been purchased 
and 29 received as gifts. From the binder, 618 books have 
been received and 82 volumes of magazines. 


Mrs.G.H.Caperton, J.P.Dawson, amd Mrs.C.D.Horton gave many good 
books this month . 


To date the number of books sent to the Soldiers’ and Sailors! 
Library is 1228; and we have several hundred on hand ready for 
shipment. 


The Liberty Loan posters were placed in the Library during the 
month of April. 


The hours of the Library remain the same, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and 7.p;m. to 9 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for May 1918 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


For the month of May the report of the Library was as 
follows: 


The Library was open 27 days. 

Children bowrowed 1125 books which were from the following 
classes: Philosophy, 3; religion , 8; fatiy tales, 72; 
Hatural science 35; useful arts, 6: fine arte 10: § Lit- 
erature, <0; history, 23; travel, 21; biography, 38; 
fiction 687. 


Adults borrowed 1716 books, making a total of 2841, 6r 105 
books a day. 


Thirty-seven books were repaired. 

lirs.Lounsbery has kindly contributed "The Bayonet", a news- 
paper published at Camp Lee, Virginia. The Librery is now 
receiving "The Castle" published at Camp Shelby, Mississippi. 


Books have been received for the Soldiers and Sailors this 
month from S.A.Carney. 


Mrs.L./ Vickers sent 50 books to the Library this month. 


The books and periodicals recently received from the Bindery 
have been made ready for the shelves. 


ue New York Times is a popular addition to the reading 
able. 


Mr.and Mrs.Burroughs of the South Side gave beautiful roses. 


The hours of the Library remain the same: from 10 &.m. to 
pem. and from 7 to 9 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for June 1918 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library , 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for the month of June 1918 was as 
follows: 


The Library was open 25 days, being closed 4 hours on June 28th 


Children borrowed 1290 books and adults 1663, an average of 
118 books a day. 


Twenty books were repaired. 

Since the Board met in June, only a few books have been re- 
ceived, A set of Morgan Robertson's works and copies of "Keep- 
ing our fighters fit". were included. 


Mrs.Joseph Holt Gaines sent 121 books, some of which were 
sent to the Soldiers’! and Sailors’ Camp Libraries. 


Mrs.Charies Loeb and S.Spencer Moore Co. sent books for the 
Camp Libraries. 


Miss Virginia Connell gave a nice lot of childrens’ books to 
the Library. Someone is giving the "New Republic" for three 
months. 


Magazines and books were Biven to the Salvation Army this 
month. 


Fifty-three volumes of magazines and 95 books were sent to 
the binder. 


The hours of the Library remain the same: from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. and from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for September 1918 


The Board of Directors of the eae S bOr Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


I have the work of the Library for September 1918 to report 
to you: 


The Library was colsed all day Labor Day ,aSept. 2,nd and 
Registration Day, Sept. lethn. 


Children borrowed 901 books and adults 1955; a total of 2856 
and an average of 124 books a day. 


Of the chiaddren's classed books, fairy tales still took the 
lead with biographies second in ‘interest. History and liter- 
ature appealed to the older people; 118 histxries being bor- 
rowed and 74 books in the literature class. 


In the last month, 172 books have been added; 41 purchased, 
75 gifts, anda 96 volumes of bound magazines. 


Dr.W.B.Calder gave five interesting books on Spain, travel 

and romances, Mrs.George Price gave some interesting books 
including 11 bound volumes of St.Nicholas, which will @Gelight 
the children. Mrs.F.M.Staunton sent a large collection of books 
a@number of which were sent to Lincoln Branch Library. Others 
giving books this month were Fred Harrison, Nancy Elizabeth 
Wilson. 


In all 50 books were sent to Lincoln Branch. 

The new Reading:and Reference Room is much appreciated and well 
used by the public. In the evenings alone the average number 
of occupants is 27. 

Twenty-four books were repaired this month. 


Visitors numbered 3251. 


The hours of the Library remain the same: 10.a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for October and November 1918 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for the months of October and November 
has been slight, owing to the enforced closing of the Library 
on account of the influenza epidemic. The Library was closed 
from October 8th to November 18th. 


Seven Hundred and sixty-four books were taken out during the six 
days that the Library was open in October, and in the 11 days of 
November, 1439 books were distributed, making an average of 130° 
books a day. 


Since the last meeting of the Board, October 7th, 164 books 
have been added to the shelves: 151 purchased and 13 gifts. 


Books were given by Miss Nancy Elizabeth Wilgon, Mrs.W.B.Brooks, 
and lirs Alice Broun of Dayton, Ohio. Eleven bound volumes of 
the 5t.Nicholas were given by Mrs.George L.Price. 


The hours of the Library remain the same, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and from 7 to 9 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for December (1918 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for December 1915 was as follows: 

The Library was open 25 days, being closed all day the 25th. 
Children borrowed 826 books of which 55 were biographies, 52 
fairy tales, 33 books of natural science, which include books 

on carpentry, boat-building, etc. Adults borrowed 1952, fiction 
predominatingand 156 books in the "Literatmre" class and 55 th- 
history.~> 

Since the Board met December 2nd, 196 books have been added of 
which 168 were purchased. The technical books received were 
"Field geology" by Lahee, "Coordinate geometry” by Fine and 
Thompson, and "Principles and practice of electrical engineering” 
by Alexander Gray. 


Mr .B.S.Morgan kindly gave the Library “Municipal Administration” 
by J.A.Fairilie. 


New material for the loose-leaf encyctopedia has been received. 


The hours of the Library remain the same; from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for January 1919 

J 

he Bord of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
adies and Gentlemen: 


. The Library was open 26 days in January, and was closed all day 
ew Yeer's Day. On Sunday January 19th, the Library was opened for 
he first time in its history, and twenty-one people availed them- 
elves of this opportunity to visit the Reading Room. On the 25th 
hirty-two were present and on each succeeding Sunday the atten- 
ance has steadily increased, showing that the public favor the Sung 
ay opening for reading. Books were not toaned on that day. 


In January children borrowed 844 books, fairy tales and biog-= 
aphies predominating in classed books; and adults borrowed 2768, 
total of 3612, or 138 a day 


Of the books purchased 127 were made ready for the shelves, in- 
juding "The New English Dictionary", seven volumes of which have 
een received, and which is a most valuable addition to the Library. 


_ Two new magazines on the subscription list, "Engineering News- 
econd"; and for children, "John Martin's Book" which will be a joy 


6 the little folks. 


Of the books purchased sixty-six were sent 60 Lincoln Branch 
ibrary. 
Mrs. William Jones has kindly given copies of "Life" and Mrs. 
ohn Dana, Dr. Lounsbery and Mrs. N. Leftwich have given in all 
hirty books Forty books were mended. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for February 1919 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work ofthe Library for February was as follows; 
The Library was open 23 days, being closed all day February eend. 
On two evenings at about 8 o'clock the Library was closed on ac- 
count of having no light. 


864 books were loaned to children and 2717 to adults, an: aver- 
age of 155 a day. 


L'Alliance francaise of this City has placed 72 French books 
in the Library for the use of those interested. The books include 
histories, biographies, dramas, etc. Thirty-eight have been put on 
the shelves and the rest, being paper bound, have been shipped to 
the binder. 


The hours of the Library remain the same: from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m 
and from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted , 
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Report for March 1919 


whe Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library , 
aadies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for March 1919 was as follows: 
the Library was open 26 days. 3808 books were laoned, 6841 to child- 
en and 2967 to adults, an average of 146 a day. 


Important books were received in March; the vocational books 
ecommended by the War Service Board of the American Library Asso- 
iation, primarily for returning soldiers and Sailors, were ordered, 
ind most have been received, and are now ready for use We can truly 
jay that the Library is now a useful factor in the life of the City, 
ince adding so many helpful books on the professions and trades, 
early all of which are represented. The books are new or new edi- 
ions of valuable earlier books. 


One borrower said of "The Modern Railroad" that he "had learned 


ore from that book than from ten years of train service". Besides 
he vocational books, these being the Library's share of "Recon- 
itruction Work", new fiction, biographies, histories and children's 


oks have been added, also volume 10 of the PEncyclopaedia of Reli- 
ion and Ethics", and volume 2 of the "Dictionary of the Apostolic 

hurch". Three volumes of "Masters in Art" were received from the 

inder. 


The Library has been fortunate in gifts; Mrs. L.E. McWhorter 
ent 34 books, mostly for children, Miss Mollohan 36, and Mrs. 
atxXers 32; others giving generously were Mrs.N. Leftwich, Dr. 
®pson, Mr. Oxley and Mr.J.W. Awl. Mr. Burroughs of the South Side 
ave beautiful spring flowers. 


The hours of the Library remain the same; from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


ba from 7 to 9 p.m. On Sunday afternoons the Reading Room is open 
om 2 to , 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for Arpil 1919 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library , 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


In April the Library was open 26 days. 833 books were loaned 
to children, of which fairy tales biographies and travels pre- 


dominated in the classed books; and of the 2726 books loaned to 


adults, books in the "Literature" class, such as essays and poems, 
took the lead, with biographies second. 


The vocational books were borrowed to quite an extent, espec- 
ially those on journalism. 


Since the Board met on April 7th, 71 books have been added; 
these include technical books, the Encyclopedia of Latin America; 
14 volumes of the Encyclopedia Americana; volume 2 of the New 
English Dictionary; "The War Garden Victorious" (gift): and "Dec- 
orative Hlements in Architecture" given by the Alliance francaise 
of this City , which was presented to that organization by the 
author, William Francklyn Paris. 


Miss Abney gave some much needed books on missions. 


The hours of the Library remain the same: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and from 7 to 9 p.m. and on Sunday afternoons from 2 to Bi 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for May 1919 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for May 1919 was as follows: 
934 books were loandd to children, fairy tales and biogra- 
phies predominating in the classed books and of the 2599 loaned 
to adults, those in the literature and history classes were the 
most popular. 85 technical books were borrowed. 


Since the Board met in May, 354 books have been added: 


125 purchased, and 229 were gifts. Thirty-three books in the 


French language, a gift from the Alliance franciase, were re- 
ceived from the binder. 


Two additional volumes of the Encyclopedia Americana were 
received. 


The Library was rich in gifts this month: Mrs. Minnie 
Branston gave 66 books, and Mrs. George Needham 14; others 
giving generouésly were: Mrs. E.A.Barnes, Dr.Potterfield, Mr. 
Oxley and Mr .—E.B.Needham. The neat and beautiful sign in the 
windon was a gift from Mr.Glenn Edgar. 


Seventy-nine books were sent to Lincoln Branch Library in 
May. 


The homrs of the Library remain the same: from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. and from 7 to 9 p.m. On Sunday afternoons the Reading 
Room is open from 2 to 5. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for June 1919 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for June 1919 was as follows; 
The Library was open all day on 25 week days and on Sunday after- 
noons from 2 to 5. 


Children borrowed 985 books, fairy tales and books of travel 
taking the lead of the non-fiction books. 


Adults borrowed 1969, making a total of 2954 or 118 a day. 


In June Mrs. W.H.Patrick went the Library 94 books, and Mrs. 
Beardsley 42. 


Of the new books added, Brand Whitlock's "Belgium" in’ 2° volig 
umes was the most important. 


A dozen new novels were received. Mr. Malcolm Jackson gave 
the Library two interesting and striking French war posters. 


Mr. Burroughs of the South Side gave beautiful cut-flowers. 


The hours of the Library remain the same? from 10 a.m. to 
, and on Sundays as stated above. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for July 1919 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library , 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for July 1919 waw as follows: 
The Library was open 26 days, being closed all day July 4th. 
Children borrowed 1112 books and adults 2417; a total of 3529 
and an average of 135 a day. 


For children, fairy tales and books on useful arts, such as 
carpentry and gardening, were the most popular of the non-fiction 
books. Of the books loaned to adults, history and literature 
took the lead, but technical books and those on philosophy were 
also pupular. Classed books, (that is, all other than fiction), 
are much more in demand than formerly; a11 useful books may be 
truly considered a good investment, and thoroughly appreciated 
by the public. 


In July many good books were given to the Library. 94 were 
given by Mrs. Fred Garber alone. 


The Confederate Veteran was given by Mrs. Walter Fisher. 


Visitors numbered 3518. On Sunday afternoons the atten- 
dance averaged 20. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Librarian. 
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Report for August 1919 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library , 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


In August 1919 the Library was open 26 days. Children 
borrowed 1013 books and adults 2440, making a total of 3453, 
an average of 132 a day. 


Many gifts were received this month; more than one hundred 
books were received from the following people: S.Spence# Moore 
Co.; Miss Wible; Joe J.Hill; Hugh Nichotson; Mrs.R.D.Roller: 
Mrs .L.H.Jones; Miss Vivian McConihay and MrsG.W.Porter. 


Of the more important books purchased since the last Board 


meeting, may be mentioned; "The education of Henry Adams"; "The 
Resurrected Nations"; "Location, construction and mainterance 
of raods"; "Revolutionary days"; arid "Greatheart", the story of 


Theodore Roosevelt. Two additbonal volumes of the Encyclopedia 
Americana have been received. 


The hours of the Library remain the same: from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. and from 7 to 9 p.m. and on Sunday afternoons from 2 to 5. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Librarian. 
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Report for September 1919 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library , 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for the month of September 1919 was 
as.follows: 


The Library was open 25 days, being closed all day Septem- 
ber 1, Labor Day. 625 books were loaned to children and of these 
145 were non-fiction. Adults borrowed 2523 books, 437 of which 
were non-fiction. The total number borrowed was 3348, over one- 
fifth of which were non-fiction, showing that when the Library 
has up-to-date technical and vocational books, histories, and 


etc., the people will use them. 


Visitors to the Library numbered 4089, and on Sunday after- 
noons from 2 to 5 o'clock, the attendance averaged 24. 


Thirty-five books were mended . 


Since the Board met September 2nd, 149 books have been added 
to the shelveS. 46 were gifts and the rest were purchased. Of 
the more important books received , may be mentioned; :6 volumes 
of the new edition of the Encyclopedia Americana; Bailey's * 
"Standard cyclopedia of horticulture"; and a number of books on 
nursing and hyg¢€ne, a few of the titles being: "House sanita- 
tion"; Handbook for suhool nurses"; First aid and emergency 
treatment" and "Practical home nursing". 


Mr C.R.Myers, State Historian and Archivist, gave the Library 
important books on West Virginia; reports of the Department of 


Archives and History, Legislative Handbook, etc. Others giving 
generously were; Mrs.T.S.Clark, Mr.Oxley, amd Dr.H.C.Kincaid. 


Respectfully submitted, 


/ 
Ke Librarian. 


wrendiz ottdua novesiiend ont to 87 e1 { to 
; ‘none 2n00 


enn Pais <sdmedqae t0 Hdtom sat 16? waatd bd “ to x 


Z ‘ , : 5 oe) ; be M4 
~measqae yab [le bewofo gaied eyeb n9Q0. eB Sane AT. 


sestd to bar netbLind of Densol siow exoog US6 . ya sodediy: a 

doinw te SES ,exood FSGS Deworrted etinbA . molvoti-nom St 

~9%o @evo , NEE enw bowot1ed todo Lesod oft noivo! 1-08 84 ze 

yistd lit on? genw tedt antwore |, noltoft-xom oren Nointw to AFTL% 

bre ,esiiote if esd Lenottsoev be Isotifoet efsb-ot- 5 BB. 

. “git oe Iftw eiqoog ont -,. 0% 

-tet ts webaue ro baa , 080 botedmum yxstd ht sft oF et0t! ane 
AS beasteve sonabaetie ont . Faefo te t of S wort 


pier 4 


. bebrer o19# feciciord ovit-yerin 

Sbshbe nged svAan exttood Cfl . bas todmedqed Het binof stt sont 8 
40 . beestoing etow test ott bie ettis stow of -)@evisre Ad 03 
eamrfor ° -bonottnem od yam , bevisost siood fusdroamt et01 — 
. * # yet tee -psrisottomA sibeqofoyodta ent to aotitbhs won | as 
“ag extoed to todswn © bas ;“etudtigoititem to seibogoloye bIsb age 

-siitnse seo" pgmied eolsit ent to wet s ,2enSeayt Ona. aha be 

yorusa2teme bike Sia terit ("eseiwe foonrde ‘aot Moovbask : one ea 
"gates smo feottosaas bar eae SBS" 


VIBIG EI sift oves teivinotA bas iabroveke etave , ete. ft. 0 a 

to ¢aen wdioge tele eft to eftoger :SinigtfV seeW no. exood pet Log 
aiivis erontO  . ofe., Xoodbitell evitaleined ,ytotelH ode orn 

bison thio. H. <0 basa yoixO. tl, xteL9. &. T. erM ; S19” a er 


 bettindue ylin tt oegeoh 


SHB SRO aN A 


e 


Report for October and’ November 1919 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library , 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The Library was open 27 days in October 1919. 4017 books 
were loaned. Of this number 762 were non-fiction. 


In November the Library was open 24 days, being closed all 
day Thanksgiving Day . 4032 books were loaned, 978 to children 
and 3054 to adults, an average of 168 a day. 


Sunday visitors in October averaged 15 and in November, 26. 


Quite a large number of books have been added these months: 
167 were purchased, 195 were gifts, and 115 of those received 
from the binder were made ready for the shelves. Of the more 
important books received were: 2 volumes of the Encyclopedia 
Americana; "History for ready reference", & volumes; "The 
American petroleum industry", 2 volumes; and the American High- 
way Engineer's Handbook. 


The Library was rich in gifts these months; books were given 
by Mrs William B.Hoy, Miss K.B.Abney ,°Mrs°:A.TiParis fp cee IE Br A s 
Lowe, of New Orleans, and Dr.Kincaid, and magazines and pamphlets 
from Mr.W.0.Daum and Mrs. Robert MteCabe. 


Mrs.S.B.Chilton and Miss Sue Staunton have loaned the Library 
théer handsome rubber trees. 


A Branch Library was established at Garnett School in Novem- 
ber. 


The hours of the Library remain the same: from 10 ama to 
6 p.m. and from 7 to 9 p.m. , and Sunday afternoons from 2 to 5. 


Respectfubly submitted, 
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Report for December 1919 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The Library was open 26 days in December 1919, and was » 
Closed all day Christmas Day. 


Adults borrowed 2926 books and children 1088; a total of 
4014, an average of 154 a day. 


79 books were mended. 
Visitors to the Library numbered 3718. 


In December a large number of books were made ready for 
the shelves;;176 rebound books, 34 purchased, and 104 gifts . 


Books were given by Mrs. Cargill, Mrs.Sol May and Miss 
Margaret Thayer. Miss Jefferds has given the "New Republic", 
Mr. Daun "The World Call", and Mr.I.H.Johnston, "Bird Lore". 


Garnett Branch Library, established in November, has been 
added to from time to time and has now 307 volumes. 


The hours of the Library remain the same, from 10 a.m. to 


6 p.m. and from 7 to 9 p.m. On Sunday afternoons the Reading 
Room is open from 2 to 5. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Librarian. 
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Report for January 1920 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library . 
Ladies and Gentlemen; 


The work fo the Library for January 1920 was as follows: 
The Library was open 26 days, being closed all day January lst. 
Children borrowed 1321 books, adults 3694, a total of 5015 or 
192 a day. 


Of the children's non-fiction books , (Fairy tales being classed 
as a division of sociology) , fairy tales and books of travel took 
the lead. In the adult department Literature and history were © i 
mostly read. More than one-fifth of the total number of books 
were in the non-fiction class, proving that the public will use 
and do ask for more important books in akl classes of literature. 


4049 visitors came to the Library in January. 


75 books were mended. 


114 books have been received this month. 39 were purchased and 
75 were gifts . The American Library Association has sent out the 
"A.L.A. Blue Letter" to all the Libraries, and also a prospective 
of their inlarged program for supplying books to everybody. The 
Charleston Gazette kindly called attention to this program ina 
sptendid editorial in the January 2lst issue. I am sure the Board 
and Book Committee feel grateful for the publicity given this move- 
ment. Books were given this month by Miss Katie Bell Abney, Mrs. 
Heyder and Mr. W.B Mathews. 


Visitors using the Reading Room on Sunday afternoons averaged Xe» 
The hours of the Library remain the same: from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


and from 7 to 9 p.m. On Sunday afternoons the Redding Room is open 


TY 


from 2 to 5. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report of February, 1920 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library , 
Ladies and Gentlemen; 


The work of the Library for February 1920 was as follows: 
The Library was open 24 days, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and from 7 to 
9 p.m., and on Sundaysafternoons from 2 to 5. 


Children borrowed 1182 books and adults 3607, a total of 4789 
books, or 199 a day. Fairy tales and travel books were the most 
popular of the non-fiction class for children, and technical books 
and those in the "Literature" caass took the lead in the non-fiction 


for adults. 
81 books were repaired. 


Of the books received since last February 2 may be mentioned 
Allen's Commercial Organic Analysis, which was placed in the Refer- 
ence Room; Halsey's Handbook for Machine Designers, Shopmen and 
Draftsmen, also put in the Reference Department. Other important 
books are Theodore Roosevelt by’ W.R.Thayer; History of the Lith- 
uanian nation, a gift; "Color schemes for the home and model inter 
iors" ~ Frohne + “Mechanics of the household" - Keene; "Elements 
of plumbing" - Dibdble, and "The flower finder". by Walton. 


Mrs. W. S. Laidley gave the Library a handsome copy of the 
"History of Charleston and Kanawha County" by W.S.Laidley, which 
was placed in the West Virginia section of the Reference Depart- 
ment. Books were given by Mrs. G@.H. Cpperton, Mrs. Caruthers, Mrs. 
Davidson, Mrs. James Kyle, and Mrs. Van Kirk, the latter giving 175 
books. Magazines were given by Mrs. Cargiil. Two boxes of books 
and periodicals were sent to the bwinder. 


Respectfubly submitted, 
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Report for March, 1920 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen; 


The work of the Library for March 1920 was as follows: 
The Library was open 27 days, the hours remaining the same: 10 a.m. 


to 6 p.m. and from 7 to 9 pum. On Sunday afternoons the Reading 
Room was open from 2 to 5. 


Children borrowed 1174 books and adults 3613, a total of 4787, 
or 177 a day. 


Since March 1st, 1920, 383 books have been made ready for the 
shelves. A large number were rebound books and 31 were bound vol- 
umes of magazines. Some very interesting and important books have 
been received; TheChautauqua Reading Course for 1919; the Life 
of John Marshall in 4 volumes (volumes 1 and 2 appeared in 1917); 
The Chronicles of America, 30 volumes. of which were received. 
These were placed in the Reference Department; 5 supplementary 
volumes to the chi]dren's Book of Knowledgewere received, making 
this set now equivalent to the new edition. 


A large number of books were given in March. Governor MacCorkle 
kindly presented a volume of his addresses entitled "Some Southemn 


Questions" , others giving generously were Misses Cargill, Gravatt, 
and Blake. Mr. Page Bledsoe sent 38 volumes. 


Respectfully submitted, 


/ | 
Vise) (oh Pr § thle thea Cae 


oe 
Lbn. 


cama otidyt ocean ae AA 


sce ti as BRw ogee fora “se cased erit 
ai OL :emre oft gakismet siyot one og: + one 
po ibesh add eroontes Ts eebrisre am. wit t's 7h 


phy 


38%, to. fetod s ,f1dt ‘atthe bus exood ‘sat benocrt0d 


oft tot ybesx obsm mead ovad exXood FE . ,OSOL , tel ‘wake 
-fov bayed stew Lf bas exood bayodet 919% cadinset episl A 
ove exoed tnagroqmi bas gatieotetal. yrsv om .santssgem * 3 
etid oft ;CLfCL tot setwod yatbeeH supsatus: a? ;hevise oe 
(ter mk. botasqqe GS bas L eemlov) eomsLov d ai {fsdetsM fot - 
.beviecot etow toidw to,,eemlov of ,saitsaA toe ae om 988 
wrairemetague @ » gtaemtradqed, sonore tof est mk peers 
gaitim ,bevtsost otewegbe front te aood ‘Srebsvigos 

. sobs ibe von. ont os taeLs 


i 
- 


sixroCosM sedttevod .HomsM uk: nevis 913% palgeel to et as bas 
tmontso8 ame" heftitne eseeetbbsa sip’ To smlov a beta: 
.ttsver) , {finned eeeell o1rew ylevotoneg anivig eteito = 
a ,pomiloy SE tase + Sonat eget deck os 


7. 


«he “ se 
a z 


dbettindye ylisttoeqeel | a oa 4a bo 4 gs 


< °- .£Oe. 2"... a eel? 


SSeS. SR we ck 


. ad.t 


at SQ LQ! ry) 
Naw } | 


Report for April 1920 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for April 1920 was as follows: 
The Library was open twenty-six days. 


Children borrowed 1148 books and adults 3461, a total of 4609, 
an average of 177 a day. More than one-fifth of the number of 
books loaned were non-fiction, a very good percentage for the 
size of the Library. 


One hundred and twenty-seven books were repaired. 


Since the meeting of the Board on April 5th, 140 books have 
been catalogued, the bulk of them going this month to Garnett 
Branch Library. Nine were rebound books, 35 purchased, and 96 
were gifts. 


Vol. 27 of the Americana Encyclopedia was received, also Champ 
Clark's "My quarter century of American politics", in 2 volumes. 
Saward's “Manual of the coal trades” was sent to the Library by 
the author. 


Books were received in April from E.J.David, Mrs.Laura Lewis, Mrs. 
George Lotinsbery, ThomasJ Maloney, F.W.Saward, and Mrs .Buckner 
Clay. Mrs.Clay gave 23. 

The hours of the Library remain the same; from l0a.m. to 6 p.m. 


and from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. On Sunday afternoons the Reading Room 
is open from 2 to 5. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for May 1920 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for May 1920 was as follows: 
The Library was open 26 days. 


Children borrowed 1090 books, adults 2962, a total of 4052, or 
194 a day. Of the children's books fairy tales and biographies 
took the lead of the classed books, and literature and history 
were the most popular of the adult books, the other classes 
ranking as follows: 58 books of travel, 51 technical books, 

42 biographies. 


One hundred and thirty-one books were mended. 


Visitors to the Library numbered 3710. On Sunday afternoons 
visitors averaged 2l. 


During this month 214 books were made ready for the shelves; 68 
were gifts, 95 purchased and 51 rebound books. 


Of the more important books received may be mentioned; Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica, 9th edition, from Mrs.J.W.Dawson, which was sent 
to Garnett Branch Library; The American Nation, 26 volumes, a 
comprehensive history written by various authors and published by 
Harper Bros.; 10 volumes of "Chronicles of America", 40 volumes 

6f this set have now been received.; "A dictionary of applied 
chemistry" 5 volumes, new edition, giving all new chemical terms 
metals, alloys, etc., a most valuable additonn to the Reference 
Department. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for July and August 1920 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The number of books berrowed in July was 3788, in August, 3749. 
Adults borrowed 5398 and children 2139, a total for the two 
months of 7537. Fairy tales and books in the Literature class 
such as collections of poetry, readers, etc., were the most 


popular of the non-fiction books for children, while literature 


history and biography appealed more to the grown readers. 


The Charleston Library has been credited with the finest French 
collection in the State and the books are constantly borrowed. 
For the bulk of the collection, the Library is indebted to the 
"Alliance francaise" of this city. 


Important books added this month are Vols.28 & 29 of the Ency- 
clopedia Americana, The inclusive edtion of Nipling's verse, 
“White shadows in the South Seas" by O'Brien, “Economic con- 
sequences of the peace" by Keynes, the lat two beigg the most 
widely read books in the United States for several months, 
according to the Bookman. 


A large shipment of childrens’ books has arrived, also some new 
fiction and technical books. We are getting them on the shelves 
as rapidly as possible. 


"Asia", a monthly magazine, has been added, and the "Industrial 
Arts Index" which will make our technical periodicals more valu- 
able to the research worker. 


During these months books were: given by Mrs .Chilton, Mr.Fisher, 
and Mrs.L.—E.McWhorter. 


Lincoln and Garnett Branch libraries have been added to from time 
to time. Garnett Branch was open all summer and had a large cir- 
culation of books. 


The hours of the main Library remain the same, from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. and from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for September 1920 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for September 1920 was as follows: 
The Library was open 25 days, being closed all day Labor Day. 


Children borrowed 850 books and adults 2606, a total of 3456, 
and an average of 138 a day. 


Visitors to the Library numbered 249ce. 


Fifty-six books were mended. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for October 1920 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library , 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The Library was open 26 days in October, 1920. 


Children borrowed 1092 books and adults 2873, a total of 3965 
and an average of 152 books a day. Of the childrens’ books 
fairy tales and biographies took the lead of the non-fiction 
and of the adults books those in the Literature classes, such 
as essays, poetry and dramas, took the lead with biographies 
second. 


Since the Board met the first Monday in September, 473 books 
have been added to the Library; of these 148 were purchased, 
298 rebound books and periodicals and 27 gifts. 


Of the more important books may be mentioned. Index volume of 
the Americana Encyclopedia, Watts' Dictionary of Chemistry 
in 4 volumes, Appleton's Medical Dictionary, presented by 
Dr.Jepson of the State Health Department, and “Portfolio of 
the industries of Cuba" in Spanish and English. 


Mrs.C.V.Gentry gave a large collection of splendid books which 
will soon be ready for the Main Library and branches. 


The Library is now open on week days continously from 10 a.m. 


to 9 p.m. On Sunday afternoons the Reading Room is open from 
2 to 5. On Public Holidays the Library will be closed all day. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Librarian. 
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Report for November 1920 


The Board of Directors of the Sharleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for the month of November 1920 was as 
follows: 


The Library was open 25 days, being closed all day Thanksgiving 
Day. 


From thei Main Library, children borrowed 1425 books and adults 
2930, a total of 4399 and an average of 174 a day. Of the 
childrens' books 464 were non-fiction and 707 of the adult 
books were "@lassed", or non-fiction. 

Lincoln Branch Library, located in Lincoln High School, issued 
655 books; Garnett Branch in Garnett High School loaned 255; a 
total of Library books loaned during the month, of 5265. 
Fifty-six books were mended. 

Visitors numbered 3160. 

One of the staff members made posters for Thanksgiving Day and 
the Red Cross Drive, and now has some ready for Christmas, 
Calling attention to Christmas books, poems, etc. 


On Sunday afternoons those using the Reading and Reference 
Room averaged 33. 


Since the Board met November 1, 1923, 219 books have been made 
ready for the shelves; 33 purchased, 35 rebound, and 148 gifts. 


The hours of the Library remain the same, from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
and on Sunday afternoons the Reading and Reference Room is open 
from 2 to 5. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report of December, 1920 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library , 
Ladies and Gentlemen; 


The work of the Library for December 1920 was as follows; 
The Library was open twenty-six days, being closed all day Christ- 
mas Day. Children borrowed 1226 books, of which 372 were non- 
fiction; adults borrowed 2891, more than one-fourth of which were 
in the non-fiction class, Literature, (which includes essays, poetry 
etc.) History and biography took the lead this month, although 
books on travel, philosophy, business, etc, were loaned. 


Garnett Branch loaned 192 books. 


Fifty books were mended. 3330 visitors came to the Library in 
December. 


The attendance on Sunday: afternoons averaged 45 . 


Since the Board met December 6, 1920, 186 books have been added 
to the Main Library and branches; 91 purchased and 95 were gifts. 
Those giving books to the Library this month were; Mesdames Walter 
Brooks, John Cotton, and A. B. Koontz; Misses Sarah Barber, 

Eleanor Ghilton and Mary Marshall. 


ime W. CC. T.U. of Charleston gave four of Mr. G. Campbell 
Morgan's books on the study of the Bible. 


The New, Standard Dictionary, 1920 edition , which is remarkable 
for "compounds" and scientific terms, has been added to the Refer- 


ence Department. 


The hours of the Library remain the same; from 10 a.m. to 
9pm. and on Sunday afternoons the Reference and Reading Room is 
open trom 2 to 5. 


4 Respectfully submitted, 
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Report of the State Library Conference, 1920 


The Librarians of the State Library Association met in Park- 
ersburg November 4, 1920, at the High School Library, holding 
two sessions, the first at 10 a.m. and the second at 2 p.m. 
Miss Scollay Fage of the Clarksburg Public Library president 

of the State Library Association, presided. A librarian from 
Yaryland gave a talk on County Libraries and told how the 

work was administered in her county. She was sent by the Li- 
brary Extension Department of the Federated Woman's Clubs. A 
draft 6fthe Library Commission Bill was read by Mr. Arnett of 
the State University Library and some changes were recommended. 


It was an inspiration to be with the Librarians and to see the 
new High School Library. The half day, November 5, spent at the 
Public Library was a most profitable one. There are no Branch 
Libraries, but collections of books are sent to the graded 
schools and a siwalar circulating system used which brings the 
circulation up to about 300 a day. 
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Report of January, 1921 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library , 
Ladies and Gentlemen; 


The work of the Library for the month of January 1921 was as 
follows; 


The Library was open 25 days, being closed all day New Year's 
Day. Children borrowed 1204 books, and adults 3594, a total of 
4798, or 191 books a day. Of the children's booxs 346 were non- 
fiction and 847 of the adult books were in the non-fiction classes; 
"Literature", which comprises essays, poetry, etc. being the most 
widely read. 


Lincoln Branch was open twelve days and loaned 336 books. 
Garnett Branch was open 21 days and loaned 367 books. The total of 
all books loaned is 5501. 


Forty-seven books were mended. Two boxes ofbooks were received 
from the bindér and will be put on the shelves as soon ascpossible. 


The Library was very fortunate in gifts this month; a large 


lot of books were sent from the Red Cross Shop; Mr. Clifford Myers 


sent 93 books, mostly technical, from the War Service Library, a 
very acceptable gift. Mr. E.B.Needham gave many fine books ; a set 
of "The Universal Anthology", 33 volumes; Shakespeare's complete 
works, "The History of Romance and Crime", 12 volumes; "The Journal 
of American History" in 42 parts; The "Book of History", 15 volumes, 
and some micellaneous books. Others giving generously were Mrs. 
Abbie Needham, Mrs. Fred Staunton, and Miss Susan Porter. Mrs. A.B. 
Koontz sent many periodicals, and an anonymous friend of the Library 
is sending "The Open Road", a magazine for boys. 


Of the books purchased since the Board met January 6, 1923, the 
more important are "The Cyclopedia of American Government", 3 vol- 
umes, which were placed in the Reference Room; a complete set of 
O'Henry's stories and H. G. Wells' "Outline of History", 2 volumes. 


The hours of the Library remain the same; 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
and on Sunday afternoons the Reference and Reading Room is open 
from 2 to 5. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Ve) fh In Jhiélict. a 


peed bt biigwa cotmatan 
r whites 


' J ' ‘po ; ser is 
; bs ape £SeL crncnt 2s 5: oan Sat BILE aid 


¢ 


‘ * Py One: 
'ome¥ wok yeb Lie béeolo gated pees.. eS it 
to fetod me SCCE 82 Iybs. See .eseord DOST: be 
: 


t ~ 
ot etan OkS ariood s' werd Line. ene TH a ann 
.eseecio noitoit-aen ong mt areg aloe’ aad fube” 
va “red 929 Vx I9OR éveee os sBosit tha 
, ra oo * \ a iF ° 
ve ae _ Jka a aC, 
- 5s ps . ~ F 
y 4 j Pe, 
S Ne iF ‘ 
&, 


~exood Off bensbol Dar 2B sh svilews ned Bbw db 
6 igtctesdT .edocd {db D4 wot’ bas eysd. ie me 20: eh 
“ “ - LORS t bengol 
hevioset stew ovteocdto wexadvow!l |. Sabmenm ere. wt a 
-sidie ogte es code ss esviere ent mol org au. it Habs ie 4 


t +3, het an 


gsatefi s :Ntaonm eft? etiin 
eptevu Srottril[d . 4M. :@orne eeoty bait: 9: a " wtics +9er 
" a ' : si _ ’ : i. 
ui SoOrvtee Is OAT Mot frotnttos?.. yaa aor ie 


2 
a 


t 
; Bots (t yam sven meacbsell, & & 3M. oti efdas 
ots iggoo e'etesqeeuisnia ;ssanlov. Fe, *“yactc oxi Pot 


fantuotl sat ;eomufov SI .° smiazd Soe eocsstot. te erode tH ont 
samrfov. @fL ,"“ynozelth To sour “? settag Sh ci he see 
eM exsow vleverenes saivig essarO, J eiood eyosaelfeoim * 
OA .art . retyoI meer cert. base » Sotayata batt vine, 
yistdit ofS Yo bnoitt egosngtone os Dany, ales iboiteq © cir 308 


tot entisegem 4,-." bsotnsgd "adm" 3 

ESC & visunst tem ovao€ any ocate Sosatortyg . axood ¢ $4 
-fov — ,"stnemiserod anotterk to #ibeqotey) ent” ers gust pe 
to gee Srolcmqo & -MOon SSneTSIsA sat AL beoald Stow wodtw ¢ 
e¢oufovy S ,"wiroteliH to eatlego” Site. © my DR vakacrs eae 


‘tmq 0 of .f.8 Of .pemee ens init Yret cobt aft to nebo Os 
nsqo eck mood guibeosH oA8 eciets 20% eee eqenkaey ae ae 


Report for February and March 1921 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library , 
{ Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for February and March 1921 was as 
follows; 


In February the Library was open 23 days, being closed all 
day Febraary 22nd. 4701 books were loaned at the Main Library, 
1148 to children and 3553 to adults. Lincoln Branch loaned 744 
and Garnett 277, a total of 5722 books. 


In March the Library was open 19 days, being closed from the 
18th to the 28th on account of moving to the Red Cross Building 
on the Levee. 3568 books were loaned at the Main Library , 915 
to children and 2653 to adults. Lincoln Branch loaned 1068 and 
Garnett loaned 287; a total of all °Library books loaned in 
Maren, 4923. 


Since February 7th, 197 books have been added to the Library: 
95 were gifts, 15 rebound, and 87 were purchased. Some of the 
more important books were: Historic shrines of America; West- 
cott's Handbook of Natural Gas; and Henry Adam's Letters to a 
neice"; 


Those giving generously these months were: Mrs. Rudesill, 
em Watherine Guthrie and Mrs. W.S.Shelton. 


, 
The hours of the Library remain the same; 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
; and on Sunday afternoons the Redding Room is open from 2 to 5. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for April and May 1921 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library 
Ladies and Gentleman; 


The work:of the Library for the months of April and May 
1921 was as follows: 


In April 1921 the Library wes open 26 days. 4416 books 
were loaned, making an average of 169 a day. 


In May 1921, 4115 books were loaned, an average of 164 
@day for the 25 days the Library was open. The Library was 
closed all day Decoration Day. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for June 1921 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for June 1921 was as follows: 
The Library was open 26 days. Children borrowed 1 55 books 
and adults 2887, a total of 4242, an average of 1 3 books a 
day. This average compares favorably with the daily circu- 
lation of books for previous months when the Library was lo- 
cated at 914-916 Kanawha Street, showing that the people find 
this a central location. 


A number of books have been sent to the Branch Libraries 
this month. 


_ ———————— 
ee ee ee ee a 


The more important books added to the Reference Depart- 
ment are: Dictionary of painters and engravers, 5 volumes; 
Mythology of all races, 7 volumesreceived thus far; Best 
things from best authors, 9 volumes: The Speaker's garland, 
10 valumes. 


The Library has been extremely fortunate in gifts of books 
this month. Those giving generously were; Mrs.Julius de Gruyter 
Br. O'Grady, Mrs. L. P. Gramm Misses Virginia Cork and Gilia:= 
land and lirs. Shelton. 


The hours of the Library remain the same: 10 a.m. to 7 .Oyil. 
and on Sunday afternoons from 2 to 5. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report of July, 1921 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library 
Ladies and Gentlemen; 


The work of the Library for the month of July 1921 was as 
follows; The Library was open twenty-five days, being closed all 
day Independence Day . Children borrowed 1401 books and adults 278, 
a total of 4181 or 167 a day. Fiction predominated as always; 
but children showed a preference for fairy tales, collections of 
stories and books of travel. Of the classed-books for adults, 


essays, poetry and technical books took the lead. 


80 books were repaired. Since the Board met in July, 396 book 
have been added. 213 were gifts, 31 rebound books and periodicals, 
and 152 purchased - a large percentage of the books bought this 
month were "replacements", much needed fiction, fairy tales, etc. 


Of the more important books acguired are; Reclus! “Earth and 
its inhabitants", 19 vols., presented by Mrs. W.C. Shelton. This 
is a valuable and interesting geographical set. Gov. W. A. Mace 
Corkle sent the Library his "The White Sulphur Springs" and four 
other books from his pen. 


The large exhaust fan recently installed makes the building 
more comfortable, and more people are now using the Reference and 
Reading Room. 


The hours of the Library remain the same; from 10 a.m. to 
9 p.m. and on Sunday afternoons from 2 to 5. 


Respectfully submitted , 
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Report Of September, 1921 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library 
Ladies and Gentlemen; 


The work of the Library for September 1921 was as follows; 
The Library was open 25 full days and on Sundsy afternoons from 2 
to 5. Children borrowed 1570 books and adults 3253, a total of 
4623, or 192 a day. Lincoln Branch was open only the last week in 
September and loaned 175 books. Garnett Branch loaned 45 books. 


Since the Board met, August 1, 1921, 397 books have been added. 
183 were purchased, 181 were @ifts and 33 were bound volumes of 
periodicals. 


Mrs. Joseph Holt Gaines presented the Library with 14 bound 
volumes of the St. Nicholas; a nice hot of books were also given 
by Mr. Alvin McCormick. 


The Board was very fortunate in securing for the children's 
Librarian Mrs. Marion Harvey. On August 18th she inaugurated the 
story-telling hour with splendid success, the children responding 
from all sections of the City, three families even being represented 
from South Charleston. 


With the bound volumes of periodicals, and keys to them; "read- 
ers guide to Periodical Literature" and "Industrial Arts Index", 
the Reference Department is equipped to be a help to the students 
of the City, or anyone doing reference work . 

The hours of the Library remain the same; from 10 a. @M. to 


9pm., and on Sunday afternoons from 2 to 5 the Reference and 
Readind Room is open. 


Respectfully submitted , 
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Report of October, 1921 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen; 


The work of the Library for October 1921 was as follows; 
The Library was open 26 days and on Sunday afternoons from 2 to 5 
o'clock. At the Main Library children borrowed 2169 books, and 
adults 3922, a total of 6091, or 234 qa day. Lincoln Branch 
loaned 621 books and Garnett Branch 59. 


Since the Board met October 3rd, 376 books have been added to 
the Main Library and branches;. 265 were purchased, 67 were re- 
bound books and periodicals, and 44 were gifts. A large propor- 
tion of the new books were for the Children's Department. 


It is very gratifying to note the decided interest in this 
department, which is being shown by the schools and public gener- 
ally; and since the inauguration of the weekly story-telling hour 
a very noticeable increase in the circulation of children's books 
is recorded. 


Those giving generously this month were; Mrs. W.E.Chilton, 
Ronald Coleman, Mrs R.L.Cox, Mrs. James Flynn, and Mrs. James 
Campbell Mathews. 


Six benches have been added to the Children's Room, and a new 
filing cabinet has been received. 


Of the more important books added this month may be mentioned; 
a complete set of Robert Louis Stevenson, 10 volumew of Mark 


Twain's works, "Language for men of affairs", 2 volumes, "Hand- 
book of building construction", 2 volumes (the latter was placed 
in the Reference Department), "The Children's hour", and "The 


Kindergarten Children's Hour". Of the more recent novels listed 
as being of literary distinction the Library has the following; 


"Three soldiers" - Don Passos, "To let" - Galsworthy, "If winter 
comes" - Hutchinson, "Majesty" - Couperus, "Alice Adams" - Tark- 
ington, "Jake" - Tietjens, and "Growth of the soil" - Hamsun . 


The weekly and Sunday hours of the Library remain the same. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report of November, 1921 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen; 


The work of the Library for November 1921 was as follows: 
The Library was open twenty-five days, being closed all day Thanks- 
giving day. © 


Children borrowed 2842 books, and adults 4312, a total of 7154, 
or 286 a day. 


Some of the more important books added this month: are; 
Wells’! Outline of History, one volume edition; History of Labor in 
the United States, 2 volumes, by J. R. Commons; Oxford History of 
Music, 6 volumes; Bartlett's Familiar Quatations, new edition; 
Goddard's Psychology of the Normal and Subnormal; Jameson's Modern 
Drame in Europe; "Abraham Lincoln" by Charnwood . 


Ten additional volumes of "Chronicles of America" have been re- 
ceived, completing this fine set of American history by contem- 
poraries. 


A fine collection of books was given to the Dibrary by the 
American Unitarian Association through the First Unitarian Society 
of Charleston, books by Theodore Parker, William E. Channing, and 
others. 


Miss Norvell Harrison, formerly of Charleston, now of New York, 
sent to the Library two books with the inscription "Presented to the 
Charleston Public Library, in memory of Edmund Caskie Harrison, by 
his sister, Norvell Harrison" - the books are "The next war" by 
W.H.Irwin, and "Now it can be told", by Philip Gibbs. 


Mrs. Gardiner Plumley gives "The Reviewer", a new literary 
magazine published in Richmond. 


Since the inauguzation of the story-telling hour, the circula- 
tion of children's books has steadily increased; from 1411 in 
August to 1570 in September, 2069 in October, and 2842 in November. 


The hours of the Library remain the same; from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
and on Sunday afternoons the Reading Room is open from 2 to 5. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report of December 1921 


The directors of the Charleston Public Library , 
Ladies and Gentlemen; | 


The Library was open 26 days in December, being closed all day Dec. 
ember 26. Children borrowed 3329 books and adults 4193; a total of 7522 
or 289 books a day. 


Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 40. 


Since the Board met on December 5, 378 books have been added; 198 
re purchased and 180 were gifts. 


The Section B of the Woman's Auxiliary of the St. John's Episcopal 
hurch gave the Spirit of Missions, and books were given by Mrs. EB. LE. 
len and Miss Helene Beranek. 


Of the more important books may be mentioned the Cambridee History 
f American Literature, 3 vols., West Virginia Legislative HHndbook 
Biven by the Secretary 6f State, and 10 volumes of the Chronicles of 
America, completing this fine set of histories, which is in the Refer- 
fence Department. 


The hours of the Library remain the same; from 10 @&. m, to 9 p. m. 
nd on Sunday afternoons from 2 to 5. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report of January 1922 


joard of Directors of the Charleston Public Library , 
adies and gentlemen; 


The word of the Library for January 1922 was as follows; 

The Library was opened 25 days, being closed all day January 2. 
hildren borrowed 2307 books and adults 4568, a total of 7375 or 297 
fooks a day. Of the more important books received may be mentioned the 
merican Statesmen, a series of biographies which were placed in the 
irculating Department. A number of children's books were added, also 
iome new fiction. Books were given by Mr. Oxley and Mr. Lovett. Mrs. 
om Beury gave 20 books, Mrs. M. Boiarsky gave 5 Jewish books, Mr. 
ifford lieyers gave some books in the French language, also a tolume of 
ewish folk songs in Hebrew. The Army recruiting officer gave some 
amphlet S. 


Mrs. Harvey, tne Children's Librarian, visited the schools making 
Mnouncements of the story-telling hour and telling the children of 
Doks in the Children's Department. The Thursday afternoon story hours 
ere well attended/ Miss Sallie Caperton, Miss Frances Dillon, and Mr. 
Choenfeldt assisted Mrs. Marvey on several occashons. 
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Report of February 1922 


he Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library , 
adies and gentlemen; 


The Library was open 24 days in February. The children borrowed 
671 books and adults 4658, @ total of 7329, or 305 books a day. 


People gave generously to the Library this month. 

r. Charles V. Price gave 

Blast furnace construction in America - Johnson 

Electric furnaces - Rodenhauser 

American mine accounting - Charlton 

he West Virginia Hngineers' Association gave 

10 bound volumes of the Electrical World 

Engineering liagazine, 3 vols. 

Transactions of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers, 11 vols 
Transactions of the American Institute of Mining engineers, 21 vols. 
Transactions of the American Societyic of Civil engineers, 2 vols. 
Transactions of the American Institute of Electrical engineers, 19 
rs. W. E. Chilton gave a set of Lord's Beacon Lights of History, 10 vols 
d."Mirréps of Downing Street". Others giving liberally were Mrs. 
eClanahan of Laidley Street, Mrs. Elizabeth deGruyter McVey, and Mr. 

m rheOxley. 


Inthe absence of the Children's yibrargan, Miss Frances Dillon 
ssisted in the Children's Department, on one Thursday afternoon Miss Anne 
emmings, student of the High School’ told the children stories. The 
harleston Daily Mail had a photosrapher on hand one Thursday and 
ucceeded in getting a good flashlight photograph of the children at 
tory telling time. The picture was used in the following Sunday's Mail 


The hours of the Library remain the same, from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. and 
Sunday afternoons the Reading Room is open from 2 to 5. 
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The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library , 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for March 1922 was as follows; 
The Library was open twenty-seven days; children borrowed 2134 books 
and adults 4696, a total of 6830, or 252 a day. 


Of the more important books added this month are; "The friendly 
Arctic" by Stefansson; "The reptiles of the world" by Ditmars, 
(this book will be of special interest to girl scouts; they use it 
in their reading course) a new City Directory; vol.12 of the Enecy- 
_Clopedia of Religion and Ethics; an additional volume to the Ency- 
Clopedia Britannica, and a commentary on the Bible in thirty-three 
volumes. 
| 


Report of March, 1922 
: 
| 


Mrs.W. E. Moore gave a large collection of books this month, 
some of them of special interest to boys. Mrs. Abbie Needham gave 
a set of Thackeray; Mr Pettit gave four large handsome volumes; 
Dante's Inferno, Dante's Purgatory and Paradise, The stwry of 
“Arthur and Guinevere, and Paradise lost; a collection of books 
and pamphlets were sent by some one who failed to give his name; 
others giving generously were; Mrs. W. B. Brooks, Miss Bess Goshorn 
Harry Brawley, Allen Haley, and the Woman's Alliance of the Unitar- 
ian church. 


? 


One hundred books were sent to Garnett branch Library. 


Mrs. W. D. Sell, Rev. Arthur Schoenfeldt and Miss Bly Taylor 
enéertained the children on story-hour afternoons with fairy-tales, 
folk-lore, animal stories, etc. 


Miss Mary Gravatt made an "Oz" freize, which is very attractive 
and which adds a bit of color to the children's room. 


The hours of the Library for April will be from 10 a.m. to 9 pm 
for every week day; and by order of the Board the Library will be 
closed on Sunday afternoons. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for April 1922 was as follows: 


The Library was open 25 week days and on the forst Sunday of the 
month, being closed the following Sundays by order of the Board. 


Children borrowed 1962 books and adults 4005, a total at the Main 
Library of 5967, an average of 238 a day. Lineoln Branch 
loaned . Garnett Branch loaned 205, 


The second additional volume of the Encyclopedia Britannica has 
been received, which with a third which is to follow, and the 
29 vols. of the llth.edition, constitutes their 12th.edition. 


23 bound volumes of magazines & 18 books have been received 
from the binder, 


Mrs.W.E.Chilton gave a fine set of Lord's “Beacon Lights of Histo 
ry", other books were given by H.B.Allbrooks, Mrs.W.7. Johnson, 

Elliott Mansour, Mrs.Amy Singleton,and the Wilmer Atkinson Co. 

of Philadelphia. Pamphlets were given by the Daughters of th 
Confederacy, and Rev Arthur Schoenfeldt. The U.S.Army 

New was received, also “The Jewish Woman". 


Mrs.W.D.Sell, Miss Virginia Coleman, Rev.Arthur Schoenfeldta 

and Miss Anne Hemmings took charge of the Thursday story-hoursfor 
children, and entertained them with fairy-tales, folk-lore 

animal stories stories, etc. 


The hours of the Library for May 1922 will be from 10 a.m. 
to 9 pem. on week days and on Sunday afternoons the Reading 
Room will be open from 2 to 5 o'clock. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Libagry, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for May 1922 was as follows: The 
Library was open 26 days, being closed on the 20th. ,Decpration 
Day till 6:30 o'clock, 


Children borrowed 1659 books and adults 3814, a totel of 
5473, or 210 a day. No report received from Lincoln 
Branch, Garnett Branch loaned 140 books. 


Since the Board met on May 1-1922, 137 books have been added, 
32 were purchased, 25 were rebound periodicals and 80 were 


Of the more important books received were: 
“Accepting the Universe" - By John Burroughs 

"A Parody Outline of History" - by D.0O.Stewart 
"Painted Windows" - by the Gentleman with a Duster 
The 3rd.new volume of the Eneyclopedia Britannica 
“The Story of Mankind" - by Van Loon 

"Coblected Poems" - by Edwin Arlincton Robinson 
"The Founding of New England" - by J, 7. Adams 

"On the Art of Writing" - by Quill er-Couch. 


Some interesting gifts were: 


"Shaksper not Shakespeare" ~ by Wm.H. Edwards 

“Arabian Nights' Entertainments" 3.v018.1877 edition fully 

illustrated, 

"Representative Southern Poets" - By C.W.Hubner 

"History of the Colony and Ancient Dominion of Va." - by 
(Charles Campbell 

"Victims of the Mamertine" - by A.J.O'Reilly,. 


Congressman L.S.Echols sent to the Library the officiah 


register of the United States of 1921, and the Congressional 
record is received daily from the same source. 


In May 1922 the story-hours for children were conducted by 
Miss Blye Taylor, Mrs.W.D.Sell and Rev.Arthur Schoenfeldt. 


The hours of the Library ave from 10 a.m, +0 9 pem. on 
week days, and on Sunday afternoons the Reading Room is 
Open from 2 to 5 o'clock, 


Respectfully submitted, 
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The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies & Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for June 1922 was as follows: 
The Library was open 26 days, Children borrowed 1810 books, 
and adults 3675, a total of 5485 or 210 books a day. 


Since the Board met June 12-1922 108 books have been added to the 
Shelves; 44 purchased, and 64 were gifts, 


Miss Mary Hedrick gave some very interesting ones, among them were 
"The Ballad Book" compiled by Allingham, "The Golden Treasury" 
compiled by Palgrave, and Vole3 of Scribner's magazine, 

Mrs.Abbie Needham gave books and "The Illustrated London News", 


The most popular books at the Library in June were: 
"If Winter Comes" by Hutchinson 

"Alice Adams" by Tarkington 

"St.Teresa" ty Harrison 

"Outline of History by Wells 

"Parody Outline of History" by Stewart and 
"Painted Windows" by the Gentleman with a Duster 


Mrs.W.D.Sell conducted the Children's Hour on June iste& 8th. 
and after the latter date the stories were discontinued until 
school begins in the fall. 
The hours of the Library are: 
10 a.m to 9 PeMe On week-days and on Sunday afternoons the 
reading room is open from 2 to 5 o'clock. 
Respectfully submitted, 
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Library Board meeting Aug. 8-1922 


The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies & Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for July 1922 was as follows: 
The Library was open 25 days, being closed all day Independence 


Day. 


Children borrowed 1703 books and adults 4130, a total of 5833, — 
or 233 a day. : 


Since the Board met July 10-1922 118 books have been added- ; 
3 were purchased and 55 were gifts, Of the more important 
ones may be mentioned, a complete new set of Thomas Nelson 

Page; "Familiar Allusions" and @ "Dictionary of Noted Names 

of Fiction" both of which were edited by W.A.Wheeler. The 

two last named were placed in the Reference Department. 


Mrs.Abbie Needham, Mrs. Amy Singleton, Mrs.Arthur Koontz, 
Miss Mary Belle Johnston, & Messrs,Offutt Lakin & Alexis i 
Garretson Jr.gave very interesting books and periodicals this 


month, 


The hours of the Library remain the sames-from 10 Qaem. to 
9 Pemeevery week day, and on Sunday afternoons the Reading 
Room is open from 2 to 5 o'clock, 


Respectfully submitted, 
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The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen; 


The Library was open for circulation of books in August, 
27 days, and on Sunday afternoons the reading room was open 
from 2 to 5 o'clock, 


Children borrowed 1680 books and adults 4336, a total of 
6016 or 222 a day. 


Since the Board met Aug.8th.1922, 44 books were purchased, 


30 were gifts ans 7 periodicals & 156 books were received 
from the binder. 


Some of the more important books added this month were; 
"The Mind in the Making" by J.H.Robinson 

“Anna Christy" by Eugene O'Neill 

The West Va.Legislative Handbook for 1922. 

Official Congressional Directory 
"The Outline of Science" 3v0lSs. 

"Books and Characters" - Lytton Strachey 


A collection of books in the French language, were among 
the rebound volumes, comprising books by Voltaire, Lamartine, 
Maeter,inck, Brieux & others. 


Many gifts were received this month from Mrs.H.W.Knighi, 
Hon.L.S.Echols, Mr. Clifford Meyers,Mr.Geo.S. Laidley, 
Misses Lillian Cracraft, Alice Flizabeth Callsahan & Schiff, 
and Mrs.Ella Anderson. 

The hours of the Library remain the same: from 10 QBeMe to 


9 P.M. on week days & on Sunday afternoons the reading room 
is open from 2 to 5 o'clock. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library 
Ladies & Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for Sept.1922 was as follows: 


The Library was open 25 days, being closed all day Sept.4th 
Labor Day. 


Children borrowed 1349 books and adults 4315, a total of 5664, 
an average of 226 a day. 


287 books were mended. 
Visitors on Sundays averaged 14. 


Among the important books received this month were: 
"Marse Henry, an autobiography" 2 vols. 

"Seeing the Sunny South" by J.T.Faris 

“Me Northwar@ Course of Empire" - by Stefansson 
"Working North from Patagonia" - by H.A. Franck 

"My Brother, Theodore Roosevelt" - By Mrs.C.R.Robinson 


In September, those giving collections of books were: 
Mrs. Vincent Churchman 

Miss Eloise Noyes 

Mr.Frank Tyree 

Mrs. D.W.Border 

Mr.Leo Loeb 

Miss Catherine Wade Guthrie 


The hours of the Library remain the same; 
From 10 asm. to 9 pem. on week days, and on Sundays 
the Reading Room is open from 2 to 5 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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October 1922 


The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library 
Ladies & Gentlemen: 


In October the Library was open 26 days. 


Children borrowed 1534 books and adults 4513, a total of. 
6047, an average of 232 a day. 


150 books were mended. 
Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 22. 


Five books on project teaching were added this month, and other 
interesting volumes were; 

"Roosevelt, the happy warrior" - by Bradley Gilman 

"Furnishing the house" - by R.R.Phillips 

"The Southern hichlander & his Homeland" - bY J.C.Campbell 
"Every step in bee-keeping" - by B.. Douglass 

"The crow's nest" - by Clarence Day Jr. 


Those giving giving generously were: 
Mrs.J.W.Smiley 

Mrs.R.D.Roller 

Mr.Paul Youse 

Nrs.D.W. Patterson 


The story-telling hour was popular, showing that 153 


children attended, an average of 38 on each Thursday afternoon, 
Mrs.W.D.Sell was in charge, 


Respectfully submitted, 
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The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Librery, 
Ladies & Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for Nove1922 was as follows: 


The Library was open 25 days, being closed all day Thanksgiving 
Day. Children borrowed from the Central Library 1910 books, 

and adults 4675, a total of 6585. Lincoln Branch loaned 1042, 
and Garnett Branch 136, a grand total of 7765. 


The children's hour was well attended, a record being kept of the 
number of children that attend and from which schools, 


for children's book week , Nov.l2th. through the 18th. 3 local 
book dealer loaned 2 splendid lot of children's books, attraftive 
editions of old favorites and some new books, 


S t Board met in Nov. 2 books have been added, this in- 
Cc tf és 2g bound volumes of mer aataaeai es purchased and 94 gifts. 


Of the more important books received may be mentioned: 
Forty-six books used in the Marshall College Extension vourse, 
these are principally on methods of teacning and are placed in the 
reference department, In the circulating department, some 
new ones are, "Famous leaders of character" by Edwin Whl dman 
"Life & Letters of Walter He Page" 2.,vols,. 

also "1492" - by Mary Johnston 
and the latest novels of Galsworthy, Morley, Walpole and Walpoletay ley 
A splendid collection of books was given by iir. E.b.Neecham, 
among them being books on art, some travel books » histories and 
fiction. Others giving this month were Mrs.W.E.Chilton, 
Yin.Nutter Walker, and Mr.W.D.Sell. 


Visitors to the Library on Sundey afternoons averaged 24, 
The hours of the Library remain the seme: from 10 a.m. to Ge DeMe 


On week days, and on Sunday afternoons the reading room is open 
from 2 to 5 o'clock, 


Respectfully submitted, 
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The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for Dec.1922 was as follows: 
The Library was open 25 days and was closed all day Xmas Day 


At the Main Library children borrowed 1726 books and adults 
4280, a total of 6006 or 240 a day. Lincoln Branch 
loaned 790. 


Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 22. 


Since the Board met in Dec.1922 -200 books have been added 
to the Library shelves, 112 purchased and 88 were gifts. 


All of the departments were added to this month, the more 
important books being those placed in the reference roon, 
real"Library tools",---- 


Statesman'ts Year Book for 1922, a manual of the governments 
of the world. 

Brewer's “Reader's Handbook", contains famous allusions, 
nemes in fiction, plots ,proverbs, etc. 

Brewer's “Historic Note Book", explains briefly allusions to 
historicevents treaties, customs,etc. 

S.AeBent's "Familiar Short Sayings of Great Men", this gives 
only oral utterances of great men and not quotations from 
their writings. 

A.R.Frey's “"Sobriquets" and Nicknames" 

Who's Who in America, 1922-1923 

U.S.Official Pictures of the World War 

S.E.Dibble's "Plumbers' Handbook" 

C.GeWheeler's “Who Wrote it ?", a brief indexto the authore- 
ship of the more noted workd in ancient and modern literatur 


Books were given this month by Mrs.T.C.Beury,Mrs.Brawley, 
Miss Virginia Cork,Mrs.J.Q.Cottrell, Jack Crafton,Miss Aletha 
Calvert ’ and Mr.J.5.Lané.e 


The hours of the Library remain the same: 
From 10 a.m. to 9 pem. & on Sunday afternoons the reading 
room is open from 2 to 5. 


Respectfully submitted, 
= : 


A 


/ fp. /Z pci Mahle poi 
( 1h 


ju 4. /tn8 


<e7 &. oe >. zr 
on ’ ay 
eo che a Rear | ’ ! 
; ; . ; : wn ee A ; Be = ey 
’ ee. ie a ue 


vceanet obidyt. aotoe fxn, ve 


me 


sawolfot #2 enw ied fe oot a0 ond sists 


ead eenk yab {Ls beselo aew bus awd ee s9q0 ssw eae ote i. 
atiubs oth exlood ashr beworsod nexb indo egedar lee ouaeta = im 3 . 


7 Honatd& mfoonht -yeb a OFS ane tach ity! @ ,O8Sh= 7. aT 
1 a 7 ke | ay Benaol eee i? 
7 Py vey ys 

SS baenetevs anoontetts “webou’ to sos tetV C ae “e 


bebhsa nesd ovad atood 20S- S52L.00d nk tem Sts0d ode eonke bh, a 
eitig stew 88 bus beasdotg Sie .89v Losia net anibl oat ot ae a 

ate % 
stom of? ,dinom aldt of bebba otew ‘atnom?tsqeb ost to tA r ate 
,moot soltetetet ent at beoslq sacdt ynied atood just roqmt “ 
. aawn Me food yestdiiMiset sae a 
*~ ginemrrevog ant to Lau mam a ,SSeL 10 Aood. 1as¥. a'namaetate roe 
. ebirow oft to 8". 

etoteu tip sneine anistinoe "foodbasll a'’rab2en” e'zowetd a as 
ote .adtevotd, eteig ,wotiott al semen= ~ | 
~ ot seid baa £ 2h ylteinxnd anial¢xe ,"aool eto otrote IH" a'rowote ah 4 
7 .o$9 ,amotauo ,aeitasis atmeveotiroteld . r. ise 
aevin eidd ."neM ¢SexD to epaive® trode zeifhmel" e'tned. A... nei eT 
mot t enoidstoup ton Sue nem ¢set3 To gorge Iato yYino. ea 
gals ixw. cLedd = 
"somenioll baa taseuptadoa®: a’yeresA.A 
ESCL-SSOL ,soitemA nk ofW atodW .. 

ta¥ bitoW od} to aorvtold Ietoltto.2.0 | Pie: 

®*YoodbnsH ‘aredawif" e's iddil 2.8 

~todtus edt otxebut teixrd s ,"f 21 etoxW oMF" a "19 loed¥.0.0 
inated Ef arsbom baa tastone m2 Bizow besom stom ont to qife 


ipcint 9 Ri? ‘7 


ont: Gi 
7 ,Yolwaxd.a2M, yrved.0.T ert vd atnom e idd aon be stew axood “ var 
. Sife fA sali notte1) dost, [letsioo .§.t.etl Ar0d sinigri¥ aei tere 
: | son mlel «tM bus, dtevisd = |) | 


iomse ot mismer yrandid ad to atwond oxAT 2 
antbset ott snoontetts yebuua mo S eft QC ot ome OF mort apkae 
ot of S mott aeons alt moot —-— 


betiimiue viluttoeqaeh 


The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies & Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for Jan.1923 was as follows: 
The Library was open 26 days, being closed all day New Year's Dax 


Children borrowed 1894 books and adults 5391, a total of 7285, or 
280 a daye 


Lincoln Branch loaned 488 and Garnett Branch 97, a grand total 


of 7870. 
Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged el. 


234 books were mended. 


130 books and 2 volumes of bound magazines were received from 
the bindery. 


Hor the new magazines added - "Outing", "Forest and Stream", 
"Americen Magazine", "Yale Review"and "Machinery", we have secured 
binders, which add to their apperance and preserve them. 


Four lights had to be replaced. 


Three sets of Compton's Pictureé Encyclopedia have been received, 
one retained for the children's room at the Main Library, the 
others were sent to the Branch Libraries. 


120 books were purchased and 42 were gifts. 


Miss Sue Staunton gave a 3 volume set of "The Empire of the Tzar# 
by Leroy-Beaulieu; others giving this month were: Miss 
Minnie McComas of St.Albans;Mrs. F.0.Craig; Mrs.Kearse; 
Mr.Walter Avis;Mr.George Ford, State Superintendent of Schools; 
Mr.Clifford Meyers, State Historian. 


The a&tendance of children at the Story-Hour on Thursday afternom 
averaged 32, which considering the bad weather this month, was 
very good. 

The hours of the Library remain the same: on week-days from 10 


G@eMe tO 9 pem., and on Sunday afternoons the Reading room is 
open from 2 to 5. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report - Feb.1923 


The Board of Directors of Chwleston Public Library, 
Ladies & Gentlemen: 


‘The work of the Library for Feb.1923 was as follows: 
The Library was open 24 days, being closed half the day Washington's 
birthday, from 1 p.m. to 9 Peme 


Children borrowed 1638 books and adults 5414 a total of 7052 at the 
Main Library, or 293 a day.Garnett Branch loaned 108, and Lincoln 563, 
&@ grand total of 7723. 


Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 25, 


230 books were mended, 


Some important and interesting were rec'd this month; among them being 

"Child psychology" 3 vols. by Rasmussen 

"Karly civilization" - Goldenweiser 

"Short history of the world" - Wells 

"Under four administrations" - Straus 

"A hind in Richmond park" - Hudson 

My years on the stage" - Drew 

The mneporters of both City papers have published lists of the new books 
as they are received, thereby letting the people know of any acavisitia 


Mr.A.M.Scott presented two valuable books to the Library: Hoyt's 
Cyclopedia of quotations, and a bound copy of the April 1901 number 
of the West Virginia Historical Magazine. 


The Charl=ston Chapter of the Confederacy gave a copy of the book, 
"Jefferson Davis his life and personality" by Morris Schaff. 


Dallas Payne Bouchelle gave 8 "Oz" books, Mr.Bertolet gave 6 technical 
books, Mrs.Garrett Fogle of SteAlbans, gave novels, and Miss Blanche 
Henshaw also gave books. 

The last report of the Librarian of Congress was received. 


A blackboard to be used by Mrs.Sell on Story-Hour days, to illustrate 
the stories, adds a great deal to the enjoyment of the children. 


The Library now receives "Chemical Abstracts", "Journal of the American 
Chemical Society" and "Industrial and EngineeringChemistry". 
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The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


Te work of the Library for March 1923 was as follows: 
The Library was open 27 days. 


Children borrowed 1836 books and adults 5619, a total of 
7455, or an average of 313 a day. Garnett Branch loaned 
137 and Lincoln Branch 1119, a grand total of 8711. 


239 books were mended. 
Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 23. 


Since the Board met March 5-1923, 204 books were added by 
purchase, 40 were gifts and 17 bound periodicals. 


Books were given this month by Alexis Garretson, JE, Lane, < 
ana Mrs.Caroline Barnhart. An oil painting of roses,, was 
given by Miss Blanche Finley of Richmond, Va. for the 
children's room; and Mrs.Clifford Ramsden of Halifax, England 
gave a plaster cast of Shakespeare. 


Children's attendance at the Thursday afternoon Story-Hour 
averaged 37. 


The hours of the Library remain the same: 


from 10 asm. to 9 p.m. on week days, and on Sunday afternnons 
the reading room is open from 2 to 5. 


Respectfully submitted, 
oa) 


(Mie) dledicne - 


Read to Board members April 9-1923 


wenne ht elidua’ nobee been to e 


asi 
sawolfot an saw. £508 Kotek ent a: oe 


to ty ai eiiuba bas eiood 3 I\bowort eg 3 ae 
Henso nevi itents »%Bb Bs $ 
1198 Yo Estos busts 8 ,CLLE ee ‘ ee 


-bebrient oro esoed @ 
£8 begerevs enconted te ‘ebaue mo ae 


yd bebbs sxew axvood S08 ESO LAR forsM tem Srs0f odd Sbne @ 
- ecleokboizeg bayod VI bre astig stew On, Bs. 


gOHBE ol oT M0RTSTISO eixelA yd Ninom ain? novig stew 
se asw’,eee80t to paivniang Ilo mA .ttednred ent ford { br 
if if tot .2Y ,bmomiolf to yell enone le fon. tun 9v 

| braLgnd Stile to nebameih brottilO.erM bre j;moot ea? 


voTnec sedan’ to $200 seteeiq + veE 
twoH-yrold noonted ts “webetwaAyl ont ts ees ? 


iemee eft nismer  eubad'hs edt: ro ewort eat Bi 
acnoamrests yebave no bas .ayab veew no sg QO oF wes OL mo a - 
2 of S mort tteqo #1 m00 ee » Tee 


Be by 


7 | Sy dee MELE Py iy on 
be " cal rf 
ead am, 42 ctsrsoogeer NE 
| ain a * 
Ware A & ; >) Te ie 
tht “wy . ) Soh) . arety, ; 4 


aa ‘4 sas 


e a fo A ) i oe 7 ey at 
han “vis lok -— 


The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for April 1923 was as follows: 
The Library was open 25 days. 


Children borrowed 1446 books and adults 4676, a total of 6122 or 
244 a day at the Main Library. Garnett Branch loaned 110 books 
and Lincoln Branch 876, a grand total of 7108. 


Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 18. 
247 books were mended. 


Many interesting new books have been added since the last meeting 

of the Board.....The Carpenter travel books being among the most 
popular, Vol.16 of the National Cyclopedia of American Biography 
was received, and a complete set of the writings of Edgar Allen Poe. 
The Dial was subscribed to for three years. (Special offer) 


The children's attendance on Thursday afternoons atthe Story=-Hour 
averaged 16. 


From the International Committee of the Y.M.C.A. 2 vols. were 
received called “Service with fighting men". _ Mr.S.Keeney gave 
books and Mr.A.M.Scott gave Papers on evolution in pamphlet form. 
Two books on Jewish theology were receivedfrom the Macmillan 
Pub.Co., giver unknown. The American hotel directory was also 
received as an anonymous gift. 


The hours of the Library remain the same: 
From 10 asm. to 9.pem. on week days and on Sunday afternoons 
the Reading Room is open from 2 to 5. 


Respectfully submitted: 
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The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for May 1923 was as follows: 
The Library was open 26$ days, being closed at 1 o'clock 
May 30th. Decoratioh Day, for the rest of the Gaye 


Children borrowed 1600 books and adults 4307, a total of 5907 
or an average of 227 a day at the Main Library - Lincoln Branch 
loaned 626 and Garnett Branch loaned 30 a grand total of 6563. 


174 books were mended. 

Visitors on Sunday afternoons aveaggéd 15. 

Since theBoard met May 14-1923 134 books have been added to the 
shelves, 119 purchased and 15 were gifts. A set of Luther 
Burbank books, fully illustrated have been placed in the Reference 
Department, and in the Children's Room , an attractive set callea 
"My Book House" will be kept for table-books, “Curiosities 

of popular customs" has also been placed in the Reference Room, 


The Thursday story-hour conducted by Mrs.”.D. Sell was well 
attended, the average attendance for May was 23. 


The hours of the Library remain the same; from 10 a.m. to 9 PeMe 
on week days and on Sunday afternoons the Reading Room is open 
from 2 to 5. 


Respectfully sub,itted, 


Librarian. 
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The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies ond Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for June 1923 was as folows: 
The Library was open 26 days and on Sunday afternoons from 2 
to 5 o'clock. : 


At vthe Main Library children borrowed 2196 books and adults 
4535, a total of 6731, an average of 258 a day. 
Garnett loaned 66, No report from Lincoln Branch. 


245 books were mended. 


Some interesting books have been added this month: 
Bradford's Bibliographer's Manual of American History 5 volse 
Champlin's Cyclopedia of Painters and Paintings 4 vols. 

The Jewish Encyclopedia 12 vols. 

Nicolay's and Hay's Abraham Lincoln, a history 10 vols. 
Historic Dress in America 1607-1870 2 vols. 

and a book on library planning , a gift from Snead & Co. 
Jersey City, Ned. these were all placed in the Reference 
Room. 145 children's books have been added this month, 
and many others of interest notably: Public Opinion and World 
Peace, given by the Business and Professional Woman's Club, 
ana Personel Genesis of the Monroe Doctrine by ex-Fov. Ym.A. 
MacCorkle. 


The story-hour on Thursday afternoons has been continued, 
and the attendance averaged 10 in June. 


Respectfully sub,itted, 
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Report for July 1923 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for July 1923 was as follows: 


The Library was open 25 days, being closed all day Indepen- 
dence Day. 

Children borrowed 2502 books and adults 4288; a total of 
6790 or 271 a day. 

Garnett Branch loaned 137 books. 

350 books were mended. 

Visitors on Sunday averaged ll. 
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Report for August 1923 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library 
Ladies and gentlemen: 


The Library was open 26 days in August, being closed all day 
August 10th, the day of President Harding's funeral. 
Children borrowed 2412 books and adults 4530; a total of 6942; 
an average of 267 books a day. 

Garnett Branch loaned 109 books. 

416 books were mended. 

Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 7. 

Since the Board met july 2, 1923, 326 books have been added, 
30 of which were gifts. 

Books were given by Misses Catherine Guthrie and Eva Morley 
and Messrs. Arthur Bowerman, Harry Brawley, Victor Frederikson, 
and Franklyol Turner. 


Respectfully submitted 
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Librarian. 


yrard bt oifdut noeeetaest® one to earn xo be ved 
imomelsmeg bre B& 


bie 


“eb Lis beeolo anted Soils ot. pea ee seqo est X 
. fetenmet e 'onthbtsk tneblestd to wb pe 3 
-SS0d to iesot & ,O£%+ stliubs das exood SLss. 
| . yb # eXood 
,exood COL beksol | 
hiner Eo 
.0 beyatevs enoontedts yebaue ao 8 
,pabbs need evan sxood ose. .€Sel .S eat. tom biso& + 
yeitoK avi bue eitAtud enitedtad vouetM yd novig. 


foexirabeTt sogot¥ .yolwavd yirtsk ,neortewvoH tisTA . ates: 
. teirzeT Foyfaaes' 


>») 


petiindye yilyttooqesh 


dete nd 


neizrerxd it 


Report for September 1923 


The Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The Library was open 24 days in September, 1923, being closed 
all day September 3rd, Labor Day. 


Children borrowed 1751 books and adults 3965; a total 6f 5816, or 
2e42 a aay. 


Garnett Branch loaned 186 books. 
Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 13. 
325 books were mended. 
425 books were added by purchase, and 25 by @ift. 
254 books were sent to Lincoln school; this collection included 
many of the best childrens' books of travel, history, fairy tales 
and stories. 
We shall duplicate this collection for Garnett Branch. 
The most popular books this month were: 
The Outline of history - Wells 
The life of Christ - Pappini 
Americanization of Edward Bok - Bock 
Up stream - Lewisohn 
The white flag - Porter 


The mine with the iron door - Wright 
The enchanted April - Arnim 


Respectfully submitted, 


Librarian. 
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Report for October 1923 


The report for the month of October 1923 is as follows: 


The Library was open 27 days. At the Main Library child. 
ren borrowed 1928 books and aduadts 4581; a total of 6509 
and an average of 241 books a day. Lincoln Branch loaned 
933 and Garnett 108. making a grand total of 7150. 


457 books were mended. 
Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 14. 


349 volumes were purchased and 42 were given. The Catneé- 

lic Encyclopedia was given by the Knights of Columbus. ?'r. 
E.B.Needham gave Phe Library of American History, 9 vols. 

and 2 supplementary volumes to the Book of History on the 
European War. Others who gave books this month were Mrs.W.E. 


Chilton, Ellen Douglas Robertson and Mr.W.D.Sell. 


Other important books added this month are: A Dictionary of 
Applied Physics, 5 vols., which is in the Reference Room; 
The Encyclopedia of Education, 5 vols., which is also placed 
in the Reference department; Ploetz' "Manual of universal 
history” , Stedmans' Victorian and American Anthologies; a 
new set of Dickens and Scott; and Harper's Encyclopedia of 
United States History, in 10 vols. 


The story hours at the Main Library on Thursday afternoons 
were well attended, and at Lincoln School the room was crowd- 
ed to capacity. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Librarian. 
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The Board | ‘Directors. of Charleaton Public Library: 
La 66. and Gentlemen: 


pada waa eke open £5 days in November 1923, and was closed all 
~ day sion hs ald Daye 


| Children borrowed 2389 books and adults 4610, a total of 6972 
or 278 a day at the Main Library. Garnett Branch loaned 109, 
Lincoln Branch loaned 623, a grand total of 7704/ 

250 books were mended. 

‘Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 33. 


Pagunee the Board met Nov.20th.1923, 191 bookshave been added to t¢ 
. the shelves, 176 werepurchased and 15 were gifts. 

“mong the interesting reference books » may be mentioned Yeems' 
Holy days and holidays, Bliss & Singer's "New encyclopedia of 
“ocial reform, and Baldwin's Digtionary of philosophy and 


psychology. "The Bookstrap » i8 sent to the “ibrary from 
the cid High School, and Mrs.William Jones gives "The 
Enigma” a puzzle magazine. lir.A-M.Scott is giving "The 


Springfield epublican" . 
New book shelves have been installed in the “Yhildren's room, on 
which are placed the books of required reading for Junior igh 
“chool students. 
Two new typewriters have been placed in the cataloging room. 


On Thursdays, the attendance has averaged 38 at the story-telling 
hour. 


The hours of the Liprary remain the same: from 10 a.m. to 9 pms 


On week days, ,end on “unday afternoons the reading room is open 
from 2 to 5 0 clock. 
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“espectfully submitted, 
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The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library, 


Ladies and Gentlemen: 


‘The Library was open 25 days in Dec.1928, and was closed all day 


Xmas Day. 


At the Main Library children borrowed 2478 books and adults 4484, 
a total of 6962. Garnett Branch loaned 114 andLincoln 885, a total 
at. 7961. 


336 books have been added the last month, 269 purchased and 21 were 


gifts, and 46 were bound periodicals. 


Probably the most valuable addition for a lone time was the variorum 
edition of Shakespeare 19 volumes. which were placed in the Refer- 
ence room. Two histories of West Virginia by McWhorter and Sylveste 
Meyers, and W.Va.stories were added this month. A number of U.S. 
histories were also added; Channing's, Andrews’ McLaughlin's, 

Dewey's Financial history of the U.S. and Moore's Industrial history 
of the .U.S. American history told by contemporaries, and the 
Eiverside history of the U.S., and epochs of American history, 
West's American history and his Source book. All of these 
histories are at present being used by history students. 


506 books were mended. 


The attendance at Story-Hour on Thursday afternoons averaged 16 in 
Dec.1923., about 2s many as can be seated in the children's room. 


On Sunday afternoons, those coming in for reference and reading 
averaged 13. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for the month of Jan.1924, 


he” Che P j ibrar} 
Fg 5s FQES, Of Divectore of Charleston Public Library, 


The work of the Library for Jan.1924 was as follows: 
The Library was open 26 days, and was closed all day New Year's Day. 


Children borrowed 2547 books and adults 5505, a total of 8052, an 
average of 509 a day. Garnett Branch loaned 111 
Lincoln Branch loaned 


Since the Board met Jan.14-1924 333 books have been added, 325 were 
purchased and 8 were gifts. New sets of 0.Henry and Joseph 
conrad have been added recently and there has been an effort to 
replace all standard authors, Henry James, Maxim Gorky etc. 

Many new children's books have been placed on the shelves. 


The story-hour on Thursday afternoons was well attended. 

Many nice books were given in January and will be ready for the 
Shelves soon.  Mrs.W.E.Chilton gave a fine set of histories b: E. 
SeEllis, Mr.Henry Fry gave a fine lot of books on the game of chess. 
Others giving liberally were Thurmea Justus, Catherine Guthrie, Charls 
spradling, and Harry Brawley. 

The hours of the Library remain the same: From 10 aem. to 9 v.m. 


On week days and from 2p.m. to 5 p.m. the Reading room is open on 
Sunday afternoons. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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The Directors of Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
The work of the Library for Feb.1924 was as follows: 
The Library was open 24g days, the hours on Feb.22nd.,Washington'! 
birthday were from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Children bowrowed 2597books and adults 5260, a total of 7857 or 314 
a day. Lincoln Branch loaned 671 and Garnett Branch 109, a grand 
total of 8637. 
Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 23. 
241 books were mended. 


Since the Board met Feb.ll1th.1924 273 books have been added, 195 
purchased and 78 were gifts. 


Mrs Abbie Needham, Mrs.D.C.Gallager, Miss Lucy Barber, Harry Brawley 
Ruth Watt and G.W.Goff gave many books in Feb. 


Beautiful cut flowers were given for the desk. 


The attendance at the Thursday afternoonstory-hour, conducted by 
Mrs.W.D.Sell, averaged 34, about as many as can be seated. 


Gov.Atkinson gave a copy of his "Bench and Bar of West Va." 
Three copies of the"Standard book of Facts"were bought, a copy was 
sent to each branch. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Lbn. 
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* Report for March 1924 


The Board of Charleston Public Library 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The Libarry was open 26 days in March and every Sunday afternoon 
from 2 to 5. 


Children borrowed 2999 books ana adults 5813 a total of 8812 
at the Central library, or 338 a day. Garnett Branch loaned 
£35 and Lincoln Branch 1062, a grand total of 10,109 for March. 


Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 28, 


The children's story -hours on Thursday of ternoonswere well 
attended, 32 was the averagdattendance. 


252 books were purchased this month and 34 were gifts. 


Complete editions of George Meredith ana Henry Van Dyke were 
added this month. 


380 books were mended. 


Those giving books this month were: 
Mrs.Craig_ 4 

Miss Sue gtaunton 

Fillmore Yart 

Katherine Guthrie 

Mrs.W.E.Turner 


Clifford Meyers 


Respectfally submitted, 
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Report of the Charleston Public library for April, w2+ 


he Board of Directors of the Charleston Public Library 
ladies and Gentlemen: 


fhe work of the Library for April, 1924 was as follows: 
The Library was open 26 week days and on Sunday after- 
noons from 2 to 5 for reading only. 


Children borrowed 2727 books and adults 4903; a total 
of 7630, or 293 a day at the Main Library. tarnett 
Branch loaned 272 and Lincoln Branch 532; a grand total 
of 8434. 


314 books were mended this month. 
Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 24. 


A set of Doubledayés New Nature Library awas sent to 
each branch. the complete works of Walter Pater and of 
John Morley, "English fen of action" and "Bnelish men of 
letters", Bailey's Cyclopedia of Agriculture’ vols. 17 
and 18 of White's National Cyclopedia of American Biog- 
raphy, and Sargent's "Manual of the trees of North Amer- 
jca™ were among the more important books received this 
month. 


Of the new books may be mentioned Masson's “Life of 
Robert Lewis Stevenson"; 2 vols. of plays of G, Martinez 
Sierra: vol. 3 of the Outline of Literature, John Drink- 
water, editor; Cortissez' “American Artists": Carpent- 
er's "Australia, New Zealand, and some islands of the 
South Seas”. 


Mrs. F.0.Craig, Miss Katherine Guthrie, Miss Mary Jd. 
Parry, and Mr. Dela Fischer gave books this month, the 
latter giving about 50, jncluding the works of Shakes- 
peare, stevenson, Poe, Kipling, and others. 


The average attendance to hear the Thursday after- 
noon stories, told by lirs. E.D.Sell, was 32. A recond is 
kept weekly of the different schools represented, and Dui 
Union School took the lead in April. 


The hours of the Library are from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
and on Sundays as stated above. 


‘Respectfully submitted, 
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P ati . 
ve er of histories and books on economics were added, the New Inter- 
tonal Year Book, The Highland Clans of Scotland 2vols.,the works of 

ffrey Chaucer, ed.by W.W.Skeat, Grols. were received this month. 


tay Bira Cook of Charleston, presented his "Family and Early Life ' 
Stonewall Jackson", others giving books in May were; 

3oben Grosscup, Forest Washburn, Mr.Ben Baer, S.Spencer Moore Co., 
Beee vtbbey Owens Sheet Glass Co., 


a 

a bound volumes of periodics 11s came from the bindery, and were placed 
in the Reference Dep't. 

“the children's Story-Hour conducted by Mrs.Sell was, enjoyed by the 
terdaag of the city, Union School taking the lead “if 


Respectfully submitted, 


hy Ah im laletla/ol 


Lone 


edt 33 eet To. tet ta yee atts 


« 


: Cae Cogent fos wet ‘bie "ae bb nao | 


Se NS Ra\scrarh ‘rho 

a : ‘ ae 

18> 57 byl mie he DOR mt ~ aa tie crt ra mxedd, iia 

COW ott, BLevR Breliode 20 .enelo baal: Vrki ont 
oni SraTr bev 980 tr @& to aon a 4 i soH€ ot of ti. be 

\ 4 me ; se. iat 4 +h ny 


SE Bite yi sneh’ Gee ote vixg sroteet <ARD. +n 09 at 

nar Siw call peas vd Ce ek ‘Se tenito : eeren 

' LOOM TEOtVaR.C ORES Mod WP seed se 
: + ree a apni dence) uit 


: Ver oeo. 6 any LLeG set vo my t apte nd ee 
Rs Bae 6 ) Marsal iat diet! Leotae Bot 5 Gate Ba 


. ae ee aa 
Rives 0 ey’! ai fh 
| ee 9 de ae 
- ; a ol 


Re sf a bails 


_ June - July - Auguet 1924 


The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The statistics for June 1924 are as follows: 
Children borrowed 3062 books and adults 4676, a total of 7738, or 
509 a day. 


July 1924 


In July the Library was open 26 days and closed all day July 4th. 
Children borrowed 2527 books and adults 5431, a total of 8514 or 
327 a day. 


Aug.1924 


In August the Library was open 26 days. 
Children borrowed 2711 books and adults 4934, a total of7645 or 
£94 a day. 


Sincy the Board met June 9-1924 503 books have been added, of 
these 68 were gifts, 156 books have so far been loaned to Glenwood 
school, and others are in preparation. Of the more important 
books received are the New Larned history for ready reference in 
12 vols. Chaucer's complete works, ed.by W.W.Skeat in 7 vols. 
these sets sre in the reference room. A large collection of 
stereoptican pictures have been purchased for the children's room. 


Mrs.W.D.Sell has conducted the story-hour every Thursday throughout 
the summer, with very good attenaance. 


Books were given this summer by Mrs.Arthur Koontz - Mr.Lagergren - 
Paul Cox ~- Mrs.Wade Guthrie - Mrs Elwood Cooper - William & Ben Pols 
sue - D:C.Howard ~ Forest Washburn - Catherine Guthrie - Donald Maxw 
well - Earl Hanshaw - Mrs.Roger Young - Mrs.John Roy Wolfe - H.0O. & 
J.R.Stine ~ Israel Hark - Arthur Stine - Virgil Casto - H.M.Bertolet 
Mrs.Geo.Couch - Mrs.Clara Murray - 


Beautiful cut-flowers were given at various times by Mrs.Walter Avis 
and Mrs.W.D.Sell. 


Respectfullt submitted 
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i Papatea or Pa al of the Charleston Public Library 

ies and Gentlemen: 

be : ff; 

Tee ptenber 1924 the tipsery’ 3 was open 25 days and closed all day 
ot. 1- Labor Day 


5: nilaren borrowed 2070 books and adults 4924, a total of 6994 or 279 


aye . Lincoln Branch loaned 
Garnett Branch loaned 


(eae oe school which has a loan collection from the Library, 885 
books -were read by the children. 


| $85 books were added to the Library this month. 

| 81. of these were loaned to Glenwood school, 69 were rebound books and 
bound periodicals; 229 were purchases and 6 were gifts. 

“Most of the books this month were replacements. 

‘The 1924 edition of the . Encyclopedia Americana in 30 vols. was received. 


Those giving books in September were Mrs.A.S.Guthrie and Mr.W.C.Xelly. 


Yr, AY ie ie fy at Shah” bet) 
“eT ee ) «toh 


dea awe ret 


Py 4 ee Se tas 
AT.) tha gooks ine aveb 


eva te MOOD fe fetes 4 lal gts ats, Bxoo 


gee asters Bt ath pes ite theo t hoo, “e tt 


, , , ey ae 


sftrom etit gtedhd ‘onit ct rp 
tus sdeod bavedet etew G0 ,Loedog Soowsely of heasel stew 
oaetty stew a bite esas in Tsg: oe oie 8 


«ethonens fqot etew ‘dtnod 


[ 
fe iets 
a 


vas t eeet sew .efor Os. ctnauaniennh, stbodge oyet i 


Ve 1 


‘ . ‘ J ¥ a4 ‘ wey ae x ry “se mate ia 
i) ' a q Bi aoe ote wie | A Aa a > 
he ror. hop ty 


{<< 
; 4 ‘ 
nan ' 
4 ? 
Aa 
ce 
is 
ay \ 


‘ ar 


eps, «Laie 
Ra am eng 


errr rh A a . . aa 


- October 1924. 


: 
: 


The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library, 


Ladies and Gemtlemen: The work of the Library and branches for the 
month of October 1924 was as follows: 


The Library was open 27 days, at the Main Library. Children borrow- 
ed 2803 books and adults 5348, a total of 8151 or 301 books a day at the 
Main Library. 

Lincoln Branch loaned 1032 


Garnett Branch loaned 104 
Glenwood reported read. 


522 books were mended. 

Since the Board met Oct.6-1924 129 books have been added, 91 were 
purchased and 38 were gifts. Among the important books rec'd may 
be mentioned: 

Human Origins 2 vols. by G.G.licCurdy 

Admirals of the Caribbean - by F.R.Hart 

Mark Twain's autobiography 2 vols. 

Those giving books this month were Mrs.Wade Guthrie and Mrs.#.E.Chilton. 


Mrs.Walter Avis & Mrs.Mattson gave beautiful cut flowers. 
Respectfully submitted, 


Lbne 


‘ : | : ~ 1 Ce aan hy i 2 ss 
ee Mee amet Val oa Da Rs. 

f eee «| ok 4 lar at: Baa ‘ie ‘ 

LE he hee as Nt < eeee 
. eee ee fee eae 


tes Sy 


aWoTTod seorbl beta | py Ay ye edt ta: € 
edt tea yeh 8 aicod [08 to, [ars to Letot 2 yt 


4 


etew Le hebis teed evar adoee ess eed 043 re 
is h' cet axacd tnesteqmi ens QiemA | sare a 


cbedmouleieh re 
$t2h wee vd needd. 


} saLov . Yaess 
sMOTLIAOE.A.er bae sindteD ebaW.atM etew iS aom aids extecd, aunts 


rarewoLt tio artis obec eves moos tall aa ain 


‘a ee ay | ve a en 
 »bett indie CE Ee Be vik ti ft ie 


td 


i 
‘ 
i 
45?" 
vent, 
A ae 4 ty 
‘ Ja fA uJ 
' ¥ Ma oe 
‘ & vi 
Ps E ff ae 
i eae. i Ve ») aoe 


— NOVEMVELT LIase 


The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library and branches for November 1924 was as fhdlows: 

The Library was open 24 days all day and closed all day Thanksgiving Day. 
On Sunday afternoons from 2 to 5 o'clock it is open for reading and refere) 
only. 


Children borrowed 3303 books, over 25% of them were non-fiction. 
The number loaned to adult readers was 5499, over 33 % was non-fiction. 


Lincoln Branch loaned 
Garnett Branch loaned 110 
Glenwood reported that 1126 books of our loan collection were read. 


Since the Board met Nov.3-1924 296 books have been added to the Main 
Library, Garnett Branch, & Glenwood school. 269 were purchased, 26 were 
gifts and one vol.was added by binding. 


Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 43. 


_ Among the important books added may be mentioned: 

_ Galapegos: world's end - b. C.W.Beebe (ref.dep't.) 

The Lincoln Library of essential information 1 vol. (ref.dep't.) 

The complete novels and stories of Henry James were rec'd. 

Daniel Defoe's works; the Sproul edition of the The Virginians; Vanity 
Fair; Pendennis; & the Newcomes. 

Two sets fo Carpenter's world travels were rec'd, one set was sent to 
Garnett Branch and one set will be sent to Lincoln Branch. 

New fiction, children's books and replacements make up the total of books 
added. 26 "easy" books were sent to Glenwood school as a loan. 


Books were given by Mrs. Judge Miller, Rev.C.H.Mallory, Mrs.Eagan, & Mr.Joe 
. French. 


hespectfully submitted, 
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Dee.1924 


The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library, 

Ladies and Gentlemen: | 

The work of the Library and branches for December 1924 was as follows 
The Main Library was open 26 days and closed all day Xmas Day. 
Children borrowed 2801 books, over 25% of them were non-fiction. 


Adults borrowed 5065, 3703 of which were books of fiction 
The total for the Main Library was 7866 or 302 8 day. 


Lincoln Branch loaned 850 
Garnett Branch loaned 73 


Glenwood reported 750 books were read, mafing a grand total for the 
month of Dec.1924 of 9539. 


Since the Board met Dec.8-1924 327 books have been added to the 
Main Library and branches, the reater number going to the branches 
this month. 89 were gifts mostly funtion} and 22 were bound 
periodicals. 

Among the important books added may be mentioned the West Va. code, 
Woodrow Wilson by Wm.Allen White; Civilization and climate by 
Fllsworth Huntington; Charles Proteus Steinmetz by J.W.Hammond; 


The hours of the Library are from 10 asm. to 9 pem. on week-days & 
on Sunday afternoons, the reading room is open from 2 to 5 o'clock. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Jan. 1925 


The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library, 


' Tadies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for Jan.1925 was as follows. The Main 
Library was open 26 days and closed all day New Year's Day. 


Children borrowed 2660 books and adults 6080 a total of 8740, at the 
Main Library, or 336 a day. 


Lincoln Branch loaned 931 books 

Garnett Branch loaned 151 books 

Glenwood school reported 818 books read, 

A grand total of 10,640 

359 books were repaired 

Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 36 

325 books were added this month by purchase, the complete sets of 
Kipling and Oscar Wilde were among the important additions. 

Other books were women of 1923; Women of 1924; Conflicts with oblivion, 
by W.C.Abbott; Story of an undependent newspaper, by Richard Hooker; 
Benevente's plays, 4th series; Diary of a dude-wrangler, by Struthers 
Burt; other books were mostly new fiction and replacements. Forty 
books were sent this month to Garnett Branch. 


108 children were present at the story-hour at the Main Library in 
January. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Librarian. 
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Feb.1925 


The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


In Feb.1925 the Library was oven 24 days and on each Sunday afternoon 
from 2 to 5 pem. 


At the Main Library adults borrowed 5644 books and children 2320, an 

average of 351 books a day. At Lincoln Branch 1263 were borrowed, at 
Garnett Branch 120, and of the loan collection at Glenwood School 1100 
books were reported read, making a total of 10,447. Since the meet- 

ing of the Board in Feb.529 books have been added by purchase, 8 were 
gifts and 42 were bound volumes of periodicals. 


Among the more important books received in Feb. may be mentioned: 
Hauptmann's Dramatic Works 

Life and Letters of John Muir 

The peasants by Re:mont, the 1924 Nobel prize novel. 

The Harvard Classics and lectures gn the Classics 51 vols. 
Angkor the Magnificent by H.C.Candée™ 

Beautiful Mexico by Vernon ©uinn 

Hudson Maxim, reminiscences and comments 

The confessions of a beachcomber by E.J.Banfield 


70 children attended the Thursday afternoon story-hour at the Main 
Library, this Stoty-hour is conducted by Mrs.W.D.Sell. On Friday 
afternoons in Feb.she held the story-hour at Lincoln School. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Lbn. 
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ss i i ll ae March 1925 _ 


“ 


Te Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for March 1925 was as follows: The Library 
was open 26 week days and on Sunday afternoons from 2 to 6, the 
Readiig Room was open. 


Children borrowed 3101 books and adults 5938 or 9039 at the 

Main Library. Lincoln Branch reported that 1152 books were loaned 
Garnett Branch loaned 159. Glenw20d School which has a loan 
eollect#on reported that 1096 books were read, making 4 grand 
total of 11,446. 


273 books were repaired. 
Readers on Sundat afternoons averaged 39. 


261 books were added this month, 315 were purchased, 47 were gifts 
and one was a rebound vol. 


Among the important books added to the Reference Dep't. may be 
mentioned Skeat's "Etymog@ogical dictionary of the English language 
Reinach's "Apollo" - Who's Who 1925 - Who's Who in America for 192 
"New Guide to Reference Books" - Mexican Ycar Book - Chisholm's 


"Handbook of commercial geography” - Hool & Yinne's "Structural 
Engineers' Handb ok Library 6 vols." - Pratt's "New encyclopedia 
of music and musicians" - Mulhall's "Dictionary of statistics” 


Longfellow's "Cyclopedia of works of architecture in Italy, Greece», 
and the Levant” . 


Other important new books are: Collins! "Our American kings" 
"Windows of Westminster" by a gentleman with a duster - 


Several anthologies of American and English poetry are among the 
new additions. 


The art dep't was increased by: McSpadden's "Famous sculptors og 
America" - Plowman's "Handbook of Etching” - Pach's "Masters of 

modern art" - Weitenkampf's "American Graphic art" - and severad 

each of the series of Distinguished American Artists and British 
Artists. 


The novels, tales and sketches of J.M.Barrie were received. 


Some interesting biographies are: Wilfred Grenfell by Matthews 
Joseph Conrad by #.M.Ford - The romantic rise of a great American 
Wanamaker) by Conwell - The life story of an ugly duckling 
(Marie Dressler) by Dressler - Napoleon by Elie Faure 

John Keats by Amy Lowell 

‘Portrait of a publisher (Appleton) by Grant Overton 


Respectfully submitted, 
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April 1925 


The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library, 


Ladies and Gentlemen: 
The Library was open 26 days in April. 


Children borrowed 2869 books and adults 5123, or 7992 at the Main 
Library, Lincoln Branch loaned 769 books & Garnett Branch 135, 
Glenwood School reported that. 1066 books of the loan collection were 
read, making a total of 9962 for April. 


On Sunday afternoons the average number using the Library was 28. 
341 books were mended. 


156 children attended the Story-Hour conducted by Mrs.W.D.SsSell, 
which averaged 31 each Thursday, about as many 86 can be seated. 


Since the Board met April 13-1925, the complete works of Tolstoi 
have been added and the novels, tales & sketches of J.M.Barrie. 


F.L.Paxson's "History of the American Frontier”, was rec'd; this 
book was awarded one of Pulitzer prizes, as one of the most notable 
achievements in the historical line. Other noteworthy books are; 
"The Spirit of the Revolution" by J.C.Fitzpatrick 

"The Northern Muse" by John Buchan 

"Two ordeals of democracy" by John Buchan 

"Lord Minto” by John Buchan 

"Borneo, stealer of hearts” by Oscar Cork 

"1700 miles in open boats" by Cecil Foster 

"Conflict between liberty & equality” by A.T.Hadley 

"Through the Philippines" by F.G.Carpenter 

"Six years in the Malay jungle" by Carveth Wells 


Books were given in April by Mr.R.S.Spillman, and Gellert Alleman 
of Swartmore College sent booklets, which are addresses on 
scientific subjects. Mr.Roy Bird Cook gave his book on "Family 


and early of Stonewall Jackson" this is the 2nd. edition revised 
and enlarged. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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ra ae May 1925 
The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library, 


Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for May 1925 was as follows: | 
The Library was open 26 days; but on Memorial Day, May 30th. 
it was closed from 1 to 6 pem. 


Children borrowed 2622 books and adults 5240 at the Main Libra- 
ry, at Lincoln Branch 800 were loaned, at Garnett 109 and Glen~- 
wood School reported that 848 books of the loan collection 
were read, a total of 9629 for May. 


367 bboks were mended. 
Thoses using the reading rooms on Sunday afternoons averaged 28 
"9 children attended Mrs.Sell's story-hour on Thursday afternoo 


Books were given in May by the American Electric Railway Assen. 
Mre.W.W.Ballard; Mrs.J.E.Dixon; Mr.Dave Howard; Mr.Geo.E.Kohut; 
Mr.C.W.Smith; & Miss Olive M.Wildman, Representative Walter F. 
Lineberger sent & House document. 

Ariel, the life of Shelley was given anonymously. 

Mr.Walter E.Clark of the Gharleston Daily Mail presented the 
Library with a membership in the American Rose Society, the 
membership entiltes the Library to the American Rose Annual & 
Standardized Rose Names and any other publications issued by th 
Society. 


In May the complete works of Henrik Ibsen and Francis Hopkinson 
Smith were received; the Cambridge ancient history 2 vols.; 
the Cambridge mediaeval history 4 vols.; The *tatesman's Year 
Book for 1925: other books received were new fiction and Hunte 
Liggett’s "Commanding an American Army"; Frothingham's "Edward 
Everett"; Morley's "Dore Wordsworth, her book"; Laughlin's 
So you're going to Italy"; O'¥ane's "Trails ond Yurmits of ft 
the White Mountains" 


Respectfully submitted, 


Lbne 
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Report for June 1925 - 
Children borrowed 2866 books, 2313 of which were fiction. 


Adults borrowed 5333, 3831 fiction & 1502 classed. 9 French 
books were loaned. 


542 books were mended. 


Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 19. 


Report for July 1925 


Children borrowed 2752 books, 2242 were fiction & 510 non- 
fiction. 

Adults borrowed 5241, 3803 were fiction & 1408 non-fiction. 
14 French books were loaned. 


443 books were mended. 


Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 15 


Report for August 1925. 


In August children 2496 books, 2040 were fiction. 

Adults borrowed 5017, 23643 were fiction & 1373 non-fiction. 
9 French bboks were loaned. 

491 books were mended. 


Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 12 


eT 


Report for Sept.1925. 
The Library was closed on Labor Day from i to 6 p.m. 


Children borrowed 1745 books, 1352 were fiction & 393 non- 
fiction. . 

Adults borrowed 4685, 3174 were fiction & 1511 non-fiction. 
Garnett Branch loaned 104 books, Glenwood School reported 457 


books read. 
400 books were mended. 12 French books were loaned. 


Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 26. 


Some of the important books received are vol.6 of the 
Mythology of all races. 

Compilation of the last 3 yrs. of Readers’ Guide to Periodical 
Literature. JeH»Robinson's Humanizing of knowledge 

and Chancellor's London of Dickens and London of Thackeray. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Lbn. 
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(8 The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library, 


' 
’ 


Ladies and Gentlemen: 
The work of the Library for October 1925, was as follows: 


. The Library was open 27 days. 


Children borrowed 2391 books and adults 5821 a total of 8212 or 
504 books a day at the Main Library. 

Garnett branch loaned 203 books 

Lincoln Branch 1102 and Glenwood School reported that of the loan 
collection 641 were read, a grand total of 10,158. 


43 visitors was the average for Sunday afternoons. 

Books were given by 0.S.Baker, Geo.G.Barber, Mrs.A.J.Buck, Mrs. 
Pritchard, R.Sinclair of Oshkosh, Wis., Mrs.H.B.Smith, & Mrs.J.A. 
Tunison. 

Mrs.John W.Miner of Richmond, Va. gave $5.00 

Since Oct.5, when the Boa rd met, 336 books have been added; 

226 purchased, 110 were gifts--112 were sent to the Branches, in- 
cluding the Americana Encyclopedia to Lincoln Branch. 


Complete editions of Turgenieff, Poe, & Eugene Field have been re- 
ceived. 


Complete sets of Conrad & Kipling were sent to Garnett Branch & 
Kipling to Lincoln Branch. 


Many new juveniles and new fiction have been received, these in 
the re-inforced publishers' binding. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Lbn. 
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The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library, 


Ladies and Gentlemen: 
The work of the Library for November 1925 was as follows: 


The Library was open 23¢ days and on Sunday afternoons, it was 
closed all day Thanksgiving Day and from 1 to 6 p.m. on 
Armistice Day. 


Children borrowed 2884 books and adults 5642, a total of 8526 
at the Main Library. 

Garnett Branch loaned 209 books 

Lincoln Branch ss 882 4 

Glenwood School reported that 707 books were read, making a 
total, ot 10,524 for Nov. 1925. 


eee books were purchased, 36 were gifts and 19 were bound 
periodicals and 4 were re-bound books of the 281 added to the 
Library and branches in Nov. 


50 books were sent to Glenwood School, a part of the new loan 
collection. 


Among the more important books added in Nov. may be mentioned 

the "International Standard Bible encyclopedia” in 5 vols. 

The Library of Poetry and Song" 3 vols. new ed. ed.by W.C.Bryant 
both of these sets of books were placed in the Reference Section. 
New fiction, children's books and the important non-fiction books 
such as biographies, travel etc. have been received. 


Mrs.W.D.Sell goes on Thursday & Friday afternoons to the 
different graded schools for story-telling, in this way reaching 


many children. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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; Report for Dec.1925 


The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library, 
Ladies and gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for Dec.1925 was as follows: 
The Library was open £6 days & was closed all day Xmas day. 


Children borrowed 2661 books & adults 0321, a total of 7982 at 

the Central Library or 307 a day. 

Garnett Branch loaned 134 

Lincoln cs " vant 

Of the Glenwood School loan collection 310 books were reported read. 
Making a grand total of 9137 


Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 35. 
538 books were repaired 


£64 books were added to the Main Library & branches this month. 

£22 were purchased, 41 were gifts and one vol.--the West Va.Review 
was bound. Vol.l of the W.Va.Review was indexed b:; Miss Susan Porter 
Making it of much greater value as a reference "tool". 


Those giving books in December, were Mr.Wm.Kaltner, Mrs.Dora May 
Coffman, and Mrs.Arthur Koontz. 


New biographies added include Lord Grey's "Twenty-five years”. 
"Parnell", "Joan of Arc”, Barton's "Lincoln", Cushing's "Sir Wm.Osler" 
Wm.Allen White's "Calvin Coolidge”, Stanard's "The dreamer, Edgar Alm 
Poe”, Bowers' "Jefferson and Hamilton", Maurice's "Robert E.Lee", the 


soldier" 


The hours of the Library remaén the same: from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
and on Sunday afternoons the Reading Room was open from 2 to 5. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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The work of the Library for Jan.1926 was as follows; 


ee Library was open 25 days and was closed all day New Year8s 
ay e 


Children borrowed 2751 books & adults 6866 a total of 9617 

at the Main Library or 384 books a day. | 

Garnett Branch loaned 239 & Lincoln 842; of the Glenwood School 
loan collection 544 were reported read, a grand total of 11,242 


510 books were repaired. 
Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 39. 


Since the Board met Jan.11-1926 139 books have bben added to tk 
the Main Library & Garnett Branch. 128 were purchased & 11 
were gifts; to Garnett Branch were sent Stedman & Hutchinson's 
Library of American literature 11 vols.; Mark Twain's complete 
works; 0.Henry's short stories; Bryan's Dictionary of Painters 
& engravers; the New Standard Dictionary & Nations of today, 

6 vols. 


The S.Spencer Moore Co. Gave the Library 2 1925 Chatterboxes; 
John A Brown gave a copy of Jpsephus. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Feb.1926 


The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the library for Feb.1926 was as follows; 
The Library was open 23g days, being closed from 1 to 6 p.m. 
on Geo.Washington's birthday. 


Every Sunday afternoon from 2 to 5, the reading-room was open. 


Children borrowed in Feb. 2323 books and adults 6152 a total of 
8475 at the Central Library. 

Garnett Branch loaned 213; Lincoln Branch, 602 and Glenwood, 
reported that of the loan collection 790 were read, making a grand 
total of 10,180. 


Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 55. 
205 books were repaired. 


104 books were received by purchase for the Library & Garnett 
branch; 11 were gifts. 


Of the important books sent to Garnett branch were: 

Stevenson's "Home book of verse” 

Grove's "Dictionary of music & musicians" 

Statesman's year-book. 

Lippincott's gazetteer 2 vols. 

A very useful set of books entitled "Modern eloquence", 11 vis. 
including lectures, after-dinner speeches, addresses, anecdotes 
etc. will be ready for Garnett branch soon. 


For the Central library replacements and new fiction formed the 
bulk of the additions. 


Books were given by Mr.W.D.Sell, Mrs.Wade Guthrie, Wm. Neurman, 
Homer Harkins, Delbert Teil, & the "Great Lakes, St.Lawrence, 
Tidewater Assn. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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March 1926 


The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The Library was open 26 days in March. 


Children borrowed 2964 books and adults 6717, a total at the Main 
library of 9681 or 356 books a day. 

Glenwood reported 984 books read. 

Lincoln branch loaned g50 

Garnett branch loaned 168 


Grand total Lig ies 


654 books were repaired 
Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 63 


Since March 1-1926 173 books have been added to the Library 
and branches by purchase and 44 were given. 


The legislative handbook & manual for 1925 was sent to the Libmry 
by Mr.John T.Harris. 

The historian's history of the world in 15 vols. is among the imp 
portant acquisitions this month. 


Thomson's Outline of science 4 vols; 

Schauffler's Holiday series 8 vols. 

Reiziach's Apollo; 

Bulfinch's Mythology 

and Bartlett's Familiar quotations were important reference 
books sent to Garnett branch library. 


Sandburg's "Abraham Lincoln 2 vols. & H.L.Foster's "Propical 
tramp with the tourists" & Harboard's "Leaves from a war diary” 
are interesting new books at the Central Library. 
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April 1926 


The Board of Directors, Charleston Public Library 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for April 1926 was as follows; 
Library was open 26 days and on Sunday afterhoons from 
to 5. 


Children borrowed 2697 books and adults 6126, a total of 8823 
at the Main Library, or 339 books a day. 

Garnett branch library loaned 171 books 

Lincoln branch loaned 442 

and G;enwood reported that 884 bboks of the Library loan 
collection were read, making a grand total of 10,280. 


Since the Board met Apr.5-1926 53 books have been purchased and 
lo were gifts. 


Dr.Ball gave many periodicals; Mrs.Wadeé Guthrie gave books as 
did Tracy Griffiths. 


Mrs.Walter Avis gave beautiful Spring flowers. 
608 books were mended. 


Readers on Sunday afternoons averaged 37. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library for May 1926 was as follows: 

The Library was open 17 days, and was closed from the 6th.to the eve 
ing of the 15th. of May, when thebooks were transferred from the 
Library in the Red Cross Bldg. to the new home of the Library on 

Lee Street between Hale & Dickinson Sts. (The old Capitol Annex) 


Books borrowed this month totaled 5554 at the Main Library, 1963 of 
which children borrowed. 

Garnett branch loaned 432 

Lincoln branch no report 

Glenwood school no report 

Crescent Center 512 

& total as reported to date 6498 


Visitors on Sunday afternoons have averaged 55 


Since the Board met on May 4th.1926 126 have been added to the 
Shelves by purchase, 51 by gift and 55 were bound periodicals. 


On the occasion of the opening of the new library, many fine books 


were received from friends of the institution; every one giving 
did not inscribe his name in book, therefore we have not a complete 


list of those giving. 
Those giving liberally were: 


Mr.Cramer 

Mrs.W.B. Brooks Mr.JeRoy Fuller 
Mre.Walter Avis Mrs.Sam Matheson 
Miss Sue Staunton Mrs.S.A.Moses 
Dr.& Mrs.Hugh Nicholson Mrs.W.£Z.Chilton 


Mr.Harry Reapp 
Mr.& Mrs.Geo.k.Price 
Mr.W.B.Mathews 


Mrs.Geo.S.Laidley 
Mr.H.L.Riggs 
Mrs.Wade Guthrie 
Mr.C.L.Stonaker 


Two fine sets of books for children just shelved are "Our wonder 
world" 11 vols. & the "Book of popular science” 15 vols. 


The.hours of the Library remain the same from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
on Sunday afternoons the Library is open for reading & reference. 
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JUNG LILO 


The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The work of the Library far June 1926 was as follows: 

The Library was open 26 days. 

Children borrowed 2699 books and adults 5693, a total of 8392 
at the Main Library 

Crescent Library loaned 675 
Garnett Branch loaned 77 
A grand total of 9144 


599 books were mended. 
‘In June 234 books were added by purchase & 60 were given. 
The Americana encyclopedia was bought for Lincoln Branch library 


Te Main library was enriched by the addition of Historic Highways, 
16 vols. (this is also in Lincoln Branch) & Stedman & Hutchinson's 
ear of American literature, llvols. (this set is also in Garnett 
Branch 


The majority of new books this month were much-needed juveniles 


Mre./.EeChilton gave an interesting book in 4 vols. for the 
reference dep't, entitled "Women of a11 nations” 


Mr Harry Reapp gave the 1917 American Year-book. 


VYol.4 of the Cambridge Ancient higtory, and vol.5 of Cambridge 
medieval history, have been received. 


At the Main Library in June 1926, 139 cards were issued to new 
members, and 59 old cards were renewed. 


Miss Susan Porter has gone to Simmons Gollege for the summer course 
in library science, and Mies Adelaide Collins is taking the second 
summer's course at the Chautauqua, N.Y. School for librarians. 


Substitutes engaged in their absence are: 

Miss Eunice Mattson full time @ $100.00 

Mrs.W.eB.Lewis part time @ 50.00 

William Barger " " @ 50.00 

Virginia Quarles is employed 4 hrs. & day for July & August 

© hrs for mending books & 2 for carding & shelving booke. 

William Barger is employed @ 5Octs an hour to take an inventory 

of the books at the Main library, in every dep't, the other assist- 
ants to follow up his work and to account for missing or misplaced 
books. The work has progressed well, the reference dep't, classed 
pooks & fiction through "R" the rest of the fiction has to be fin- 
ished & the childrens’ bookse 


A gong has been installed to be rung at 5 minutes to 9 pem. to 
notify people that closing hour is near, buzzers have been installed 
for the librarian & staff. The hours of the library remain the same; 
form 10 a,m, to 9 Pelle weekdays & on Sunday afternoons the reading 
room is open from 2 to 5. 


Respectfully submitted, 


ORR POETS: 


»  ——- 


| Of seq € ot astunim 2 2 4 saci od ot 
bof ee 


2T8 
TY 


“eon DS hscencduas ntooitt T0%, tdyaod oan ‘Sooqe toes 
ah vi 
, opaein Fa otteters to ont tbbe ont. cS hoes fae sary ) 
Sito COS oS eee & (donewd afoantt at vals al bi 
Piero op [858 eh Toe w tt ) satovis aint ae 


Ral Lites ret: - heSsen.- 


OMe ‘sree Sine wide exoed wets, bah ih 


sot sGloy » ge stood Btitiotetnl ce eves: not Eh f 
“astottan ffs to camow" belting hid "gob 


sO 


an * 


odetne¥ ano ftena veer ont fei easly 


Iasoivdmaey * 


Tcbeatataa xood erent “erence be 


of heiteu? etow vittas @Br .oser oak itt ytetd kt 2 tbat aa 

, shower otoW oltne Lo: ea bei: . 

TLD tacoma sft act 
i 


) Hoflad estou e ot _pston sett) 20 tee 
Shou arit Bildet al 


aut fed. SbLelo5A astit bup soci enametage 
SMBs tATdl I tot Logdok eae et oun ti atl}: aiid: te om 


toes actionde riot: ar Sepesin, oot 


OO,00L5 @ eait f fire tout saw. Sot 
0008 GB : Suir Diy 4 ede 

OO ie 
‘terars 2 whet +o¥ yas : atid eae e aa 
ssuood Bids forle Pe $tB0 49r Roa @Xood | 
SevTl of @let otopyee 0 efood a boxe. 
“ERIeee ‘cote: sit oh wrerea. 1} teed te 
\eoelqatm to nn tes fan “to% fxvocan oF ai 
Seneels .t' yah) sonetoten sp vi low te 
ett ad a * faasel so ttn kt oe to taet ont 


etl seat vad etoxasd: ,tHet at. 
ones sft uldhot yxatd se ot ag 
Mttbeot aft snccwret te ta 


Lo 27 a eg iila is Sata i 2 Mi Scie alli 
July 1926; 

Children borrowed 2397 books &® adults 4621, a total of 7018 at 
the Main Library 

Crescent Center Loaned 465, a grand total of 7483 


August 1926: 

Children borrowed 2402 books 

Adults ~ 5489 

a total of 7891 at the Main Library 

Grescent Center loaned 456 books, making a grand total of 8347 


Sept.1926: 

Children borrowed 1736 books 

Adults 4774 

A total of - 6510 at the Main Library 
Crescent Center loaned 338 

Lincoln 442 

Garnett . 192 

Glenwood 541 

Making a g5and total of 8023 


In Sept. visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 35 

Since the Board met July 8-1926, 649 books have been added by 
purchase to the Main Library & branches. 45 volumes have 
been bound, and 112 books were added by gift. 


Many valuable books have been given and will made ready fer 1.n¢€ 
shelves as soon as possible. 

Those giving most generously were; 

Mrs.W.2.Chilton 

Mrs.Harry Embleton 

Mrs.Wade Guthrie 

Miss Mary Va.Miller 

Mre.Maiscott 

Mrs.Hugh Hartinger 

Mrs.James Campbell Mathews 


Mrs.Walter Avis has given beautiful cut flowers. 
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‘The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library, 


Tadies and Genelemen; » 


The Library was open 25 days in November 1926, being closec all 
day Thanksgiving Day, and from 1 to 5 p.m. on Armistice Day. 


Children bowrowed 2752 books 
Adults 5758 
A tital of 8510 at the Main Library 
Grescent loaned 647 
Garne tt 186 
Glenwood 876 
Making a grand total of 10219 


Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 47. 
185 books were mended, if sent to the binder © 55¢ would have 
totaled $101.75 


Since the Board met Oct.18t.1926, 540 books have been added b 


purchase, 293 of which were bought for Garnett Branch. : 
106 were gifts and 76 were rebound, 


Mr.Rdward Needham gave some beautiful books and pictures; 

6 vols. of the Art Journal illustrated with many fine steel 
engravings. 

A 2 vol. folio Shakespeare, finely illustrated with steel 
engravings, and a portfolio of loo French pictures, engravings 
and etchings of French paintings. 


The theosophical society of Chicago gave the Library about a 
dozen books on theosophy. 


The Swedenborg Book Center of Baltimore gave the Library some 
Swedenborgian books. 


The American Printer, Inc. sent to the Library 91 pictures 
of American history, a11 mounted and suitable foe exhibition 
purposes, also the Sesqui-Centennial number of the "American 
Printer, Inc." vol.83. no.l 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for January, 1927. 


The library was open in January, 1927, twenty-five days, 
being closed all day January lst. 

Children borrowed 2062 books and adults 6350, a total of 
9412 at the main library. 


Main library 9,412 
Crescent Center branch loaned 488 
Lincoln , E 253 
Glenwood ? r 526 
A total of 10,679 for January, or 


427 a day. 


Since the Board met December 6, 1926, 602 books have been 
added to the library and branches by purchase, 25 rebound periodicals 
and books, and 80 gifts. Of the purchased books 77 are for Glenwood 
loan collection and 21 for Garnett branch. 

Important books added are: The complete works of Alfred 
Tennyson, 8 vols; Nations of today, 12 vols; John Marshall's life of 
George Washington, 5 vols-, which were placed in the Reference Room; 
The outline of Christianity, also in 5 vols., and placed in the 
Reference department; Thomas Percy's Reliques of ancient English 
poetry, 3 vols. 

The majority of the books this month were for the children's 
department. 

Mr. Harry Plournoy of the Gazette has written some good 
stories about the new books. 


195 books were mended in January. 
Visitors on Sunday afternoon averaged 43. 


Books were given by Mrs. F. 0. Craig and Jack Crafton, 
and Mr. Paley of New York City sent chemical journals. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for February, 1927, 


The library was open in February, 1927, twenty-four days. 


Children borrowed 2,838 books 


Adults 5,755 - a total of 8,593 at the Main library 

Crescent Center loaned 567 

Lincoln 238 

Garnett 292 

Glenwood reported that 1,149 books were read 
Making for February 10, 833 


Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 56. 
150 books were mended. 

Since the Board met February 7th: 

126 books have been added by purchase. 

60 were gifts and 9 were rebound. 

«6 were sent to Crescent Center. 

10 were sent to Garnett. 


A new edition of the Book of Knowledge has been received 
be on the shelves shortly. 


Other books have been new fiction, children's books ana 


miscellaneous. The rebound books were French books given by Mrs. 


W. E. Chilton and Mr. Kinkaid. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Report for March, 1927, 


The Board of Directors of Charleston Public Library: 
Ladies and Gentlemen: 


The library was oven 27 week days in March and every Sunday 
afternoon(for reading) from 2 to 5. 


Children borrowed £2,966 books 
Adults borrowed 6,516, making a total of 9,482 at the Main, 
or 388 a day 


Crescent loaned S25 
Lincoln " 602 
Garnett 930 
Glenwood L176 

Making a grand total of 11, 803 


books were mended 
Visitors on Sunday afternoons averaged 57 


£94 books were added by purchase- 31 were gifts and 37 were 
bound periodicals. 


Of these, 37 were sent to Crescent Center Library and 10 
to Garnett. | 


Vol. 4 of The niythology of all races was received from 
Marshall Jones (Go. 


| Many books have been added to -the library on eéucation and 
Science the past month. New fiction has been added and beautiful 
books for the children's corner - books Suitable for little children 
up to Grade 3. 


Respectfully submitted, 
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